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THE OLD CHURCH

VWHAT SHALL WE DO WTH I T?

HOW THE QUESTI ON STANDS

VWhat shall be done with the A d Church? Any-

one who cares has no tine to lose in making up his

m nd what he wants, and doing what he can to get it.

For some answer will have to be given in the next
Parliament to this question. True, nmany public nen

have been telling us of late that it does not press
that it is one for our children ; that at any rate it is
not to be nade a test question at the next election
They shoul d change their npod into the optative.

VWhat they really nmean is, that they hope it won't be
made a test ; that whips, or influential persons of one
kind or another, will be able to pull sonme other wire
than this at the last nonment, so that quiet folk may
worry through with a silent bow to the established
authorities over the right shoulder, and an aside to
the Liberationists over the left O" that no one in his
senses woul d think of establishing religion, or any-

2 THE OLD CHURCH

thing else, in these days ; that they have only to be
alittle patient, such a settlenent as will neet their
views being only a question of time," and the |ike.

A question of tine no doubt it is, but were it not that
we nake the wi sh father to the thought, we should
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all see that that time is now.

How do | know this ? Well, thus. It may not

be altogether true in our politics that | ookers-on
see nost of the game, but it certainly is true

that public nen on the shelf see nbst of one side of
it, and from personal experience | can assure al
doubters that in this matter they are deceiving, or
trying to deceive’ thenselves. Let them be well
assured from one who has the very best reason to
know, that no Liberal will contest a borough at the
next el ection w thout being forced to declare hinself
distinctly on this subject. The time for sitting on
the fence is past, and every one of us will have to
junp down on one side or the other

But | may be rem nded, that in the very | ast year

of the last Liberal Parliament, M. Mall noved,

" That the establishnent by |aw of the Churches of

Engl and and Scotl and involves a violation of religious
equal ity, deprives those churches of the right of self-
government, inposes on Parliament duties which it is
not qualified to discharge, and is hurtful to the religious
and political interests of the comunity, and therefore
ought no longer to be nmintained,”" and was utterly

def eat ed. No doubt that notion was negatived on

the i6th of May, 1873, by the great nmpjority of 295

or 356 against 61, M. Bright being the only menber

HOW THE QUESTI ON STANDS. 3

of the then Liberal Government who voted in the
mnority. Alnost all the other Liberal |eaders voted

in that najority, and so decided was the party, that

M. d adstone hinself replied at once to M. Mall, and
the House would listen to no one afterwards, though

Sir WIliam Harcourt nmade an effort to inprove the
occasi on by showing that, in addition to the array of
reasons cited by the late Prenmier, the Act of Settle-
nent woul d beconme waste paper if this notion were

carri ed.

| remenber it well, and thought at the time what a

m stake it was not to allow the question to be properly
debat ed. The consequence is, that the case has never
been fairly before the country within the short space
over which political menory runs in these days : and
the danger for us Nationalists is, that it never will be
fairly before the country, unless an effort is nade at
once for this end. If this be done, | do not share the
fears of nmany of ny friends as to the result. |

believe that there is too nmuch common sense left in

our people to commit such an act of stupidity, and

that the English instinct to reform and not to
destroy, will certainly prevail in this, as it has in
ot her departnents of our national life.

But the case nust be stated, or it is quite likely

that judgnent may go by default. For those who
chal l enged the verdict of the last Parlianent are
untiring in their efforts to bring the country round to
their view They have adopted new tactics, and a
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new and forni dabl e organisation is working with and
for them

B 2
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| may be wrong perhaps in saying that the Libera-

tion Society and their aUies have adopted new tactics
since 1873, for they have al ways worked as apolitica
organi sation. What | nean is, that they have never
before so distinctly avowed their objects and net hods.
" Fromthis tinme," is now the | anguage of the society,
*' the question nust cease to be argued fromthe

Di ssenters’ standpoint." And their nmeaning i s nost
clearly and authoritatively devel oped by M. R W
Dale in his Bradford speech, which may be accepted

as a pronunci anento of the highest authority. " W
think," are his words, " that the tine has come for
maki ng the di sestablishment question part of the
progranmme of the Liberal party ; and no tine could

be so favourable as this for raising the question of
di sestablishnent to the dignity of a political question.”

This, then, is the distinct policy of the Liberation
Soci ety ; and though | nuch question whether their
thirty years of life have added rmuch to their rea
strength, the experience gained has sifted out, and
brought to the front, able and skilful |eaders, who do
not take such a step as this lightly. The com ng
assault, so far as the Nonconform sts are concerned,
nmay, as sone people think, be that of a forlorn hope,
hurried on because the | eaders feel that the supports
are nelting away behind them and it is their |ast
chance. But forlorn hopes sonetinmes take citadels.
Besides, in this case if their old supports in "the
denom nations " are nelting away behind the Libera-
tion Society, new and fornidable recruits fromthe
secular world are marching up. M. Dale may

POSI TI ON OF THE LI BERATI ON SOCI ETY. $

faintly protest in favour of the ol der policy,

and declare that, "we do not desire to win the
triunph of our cause by any political stratagens,"
that " we are not seeking a sinister alliance with any
party in the State " (speech at Derby). Possibly he,
like Dr. Parker, might have preferred to go into
action with those only who are noved by religious
zeal . But the tenptation has been too strong, and
we find himand his society in |eague with those
who nmean to win by any stratagem and, upon this
guestion of disestablishment, propose in future "to
enpl oy all the npst nodern resources of scientific
political warfare."* And so the united forces are
fairly on the march, and the canpai gn has begun
which, in the words of M. Chanberlain, who com
nmands the right wing at any rate if not the whole
arny, " will rouse a passionate discord throughout
the I ength and breadth of the l|and."
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Here at | east we are all agreed. Passionate

discord will assuredly be roused ; but we Nationalists
can go into the fight with the satisfaction of feeling
that we had no hand in kindling the flame. And into

it we are bound to go, every nan of us who does not
wish to |l eave his country a weaker and poorer place
than he found it

| have already indicated what | neant just now by
the new and form dabl e organi sati on which is working
with the Liberation Society, and it is one which
chal l enges the serious attention of all English poli-

O’ The Next Question,’ by Joseph Chanberl ain.

THE OLD CHURCH

ticians. The Liberal Association of Birm nghamis
pretty well known, | suppose, by this tinme to every
one who is likely to read these pages. | desire to
speak of it with all respect, while | nust wholly
decline at present to follow the | eaders of ny party in
holding it up as an exanple to all who would be good

Li berals. | look upon it as a very form dabl e experi -
ment, which has undoubtedly had great success in
certain directions, and may fairly claima place (to
use M. Chanberlain’s words agai n) anongst "the

nost nodern resources of scientific political warfare."
But it is as yet inits infancy, and has much to do
before it can claimallegiance fromany Liberal who
really loves liberty.

In the best account* | have been able to see of it

we are told that "the Liberal Association is the

organi sation of the people thensel ves for the purposes

of self-government " and that " its fornms permit the

free play of individual convictions " around all politica
questions. Very good. If this should prove to be so

it will in due tinme have ny warnest support for

what that is worth. | have no adnmiration for the

" hordes of wayward free | ances in politics, which it
is part of the Association’s mssion to crush ; though

1 am bound to say that | look with sone m sgiving

on the other hand on those " arm es of disciplined
men well accustoned to stand side by side and nove
in unbroken battalions,” who form according to M.
Crosskey, the forces at the disposal of the Libera

* By M. Crosskey, Macnillan”s Magazi ne ™ vol. Xxxv.

THE, NEW ALLI ANCE. J

Associ ation. Again, if at Birm nghamthe Libera

| eaders have been able to " take the party as a whol e
into their direct and i mmedi ate confidence," so much

the better ; and if, by doing so bonafide” they have

been able to effect their object of " securing as a party
a working majority in every representative body con-
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two years ago, is habitual with Dissenters. If we
take away these | ast remmants of ascendancy, we

may hope to see the " watchful jealousy " give place
to a better feeling, and one nore in accordance

with the teaching of St. Paul and St. John. For,
beyond question, a sense of social inferiority is at the
bottom of much of the bitterness which finds expres-
sion in the Liberation novenent. The clergy of the
Est abl i shed Church have, as a rule, had educational
advant ages from which the Dissenting clergy have
been excl uded, and treat Nonconform st ministers as

18/2.] REFORVS | N CONVOCATI ON. 33

an inferior caste. Wen, as | hope soon to see, they
are educated side by side at the universities, much of
this feeling will disappear. |Indeed, the effect which
recent |egislation has had on the best and nost
cultivated Dissenters is a nost hopeful sign of what
we may | ook for when perfect religious equality in
these respects has been established.

V¢ need not look for perfect uniformty, and |

for one, should not care to see it. In a country of
free thought, it would indicate an unnatural state.

V¥ never have had it in England, and never can

There will always be a large minority at any rate of
Engl i shmen, who woul d sooner be big fish in a smal
hole than small fish in a big hole ; and while this is
so we nmust expect to have Di ssenting denom nations,

or free Churches. But there is no reason why the
Church and the Nonconform sts should not work

toget her, side by side, at their Master's business, if
their officers had only sonmething nore of their
Master's spirit.

But, besides these remmants of grievance which

D ssenters can still allege, and by far nore serious, are
the anomal i es which exist inside the Church, weaken-
ing its power, and paralysing its energies ; and these
it should be the object of every good Churchman

to reform Several of the npbst pressing of these

much- needed reforns are referred to in this resolution
I will follow the order in which they are placed before
you there. First, as to Convocation. No Churchman,

| believe, would now deny that this body needs

radical reform At present it represents nothing but

D
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the clergy, and this in an utterly inadequate manner.
In the Lower House nore than two-thirds are deans,
archdeacons, and other ex officio menbers. If it is to
continue it is indeed necessary that it should be re-
formed, so as to secure a nore adequate representation
of the whole Church. | confess, however, that | am

not sanguine as to the reformof Convocation, and do
not see clearly the advantage of such a body in a
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truly national Church, or how any | egislative power
can be given to it which will not interfere with the
authority and | essen the power of the nationa
Legi sl ature.

But there is no such difficulty as to the second
proposal in this resolution, the provision of sone node
whereby the laity of a parish nay have a voice in
Church work. There is no question which has been

nore thoroughly discussed than this, and the concl usion
i s al nost unani mous that the formation of parochi al
councils is the proper nmethod. Lord Sandon's Paro-

chial Councils Bill enbodies this reform and is to be
i ntroduced again in the coming session. It is worthy
of the support of all Churchnen, and, | trust, may

becone law in spite of the active opposition of those
Chur chnen who oppose all reform

Then cones the question of the sale of benefices,

the great scandal of our Church ; and here, again, |
rejoice to think that there is little real difference of
opinion. Sinony in all its forms nust be abolished.

The evil is, indeed to some extent, curing itself
already in the presence of this better feeling, for ad-
vowsons have declined in value to a point which prac-
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tically prohibits their sale. But there is urgent need
of legislation on the subject, and whatever course may-
be taken as to patronage generally, one thing should
be insisted on. The parishioners through their counci
shoul d at | east have a veto on the appoi ntment of

their clergyman.

The fourth reform suggested in the resolution re-
fers to the appoi ntnent of bishops. No doubt there
are many objections to the present system The
cong™ ddire is a clumsy and obsol ete nethod, but

as yet opinion is not matured on this question, and
one nmay sinply take note of it as a natter to be
careful |l y consi dered.

In the sane way, although it is generally agreed

that cat hedral endownents should be utilised to a
greater extent for some spiritual and practical work in
harnmony with the parochial system no plan has been
matured for the purpose. It will be enough that

we should affirmthe proposition generally, without

pl edgi ng oursel ves to any particul ar schene.

And now we come to the last, and, | think, the

nost inportant of the refornms referred to in this
resolution —the union of small parishes and the
amal gamation of small |ivings. The parochial system
has al ways been, and nust continue to be, the main-
stay or backbone of a national Church. But the
constant shifting of population has thrown the old
machi nery out of gear. The pressing need of reform
in this direction has | ong been recognised, and to a
certain extent met by the Act which allows the union
of nei ghbouring benefices where the popul ati on does
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not exceed 1,500. But this is nerely a makeshift. A
friend of mine, an ardent Church Reforner, who has
gone very carefully into this question, brings out the
followi ng remarkabl e results. Taking a popul ation

of 300 as the |l owest which will provide work for a
clergyman, and ;7200 as the | owest incone which wll
provide himw th decent mai ntenance, there are at
present 1,409 |ivings which provide neither work nor
food, 1,141 which provide food but not work, 3,032
whi ch provide work but not food, and, of the |ast

di vi si on, many hundreds consi st of the poorest

subur ban popul ati ons of great towns, the very pl aces
where spiritual destitution prevails nost, and the
need is the sorest. In the face of such facts as
these it is high time that Churchnen bestirred them
sel ves.

The ancient Church of the nation nust be reforned,

and can easily be reformed if her children are wise in
tinme, so as to renove all reasonabl e cause of offence.
If she nmoves steadily in this direction, she may

di sregard the indiscrimnate attacks which are nade
on her, and abide the issue with confidence. Her

best defence is reform; her greatest danger the
tenptation to return railing for railing. I wsh we
coul d see the controversy carried on, on one side at

| east, as carried on it nust be, in a very different
spirit fromthat which prevails in not a few of what
are called Church Defence organisations. | don't

know how you feel, nmy friends, on this subject ; but
tonme it is a saddening and humiliating thought that
we should have at this time to fight this battle, not

18/2.] A LEGEND OF ST. AMBROSE. 3/

with that one-third of our countrynmen who (according
to your nmenber, M. Dixon) are not Christians at all,
but with the one-third who beHeve in and worship the
sane Lord with us. Nothing but the npst earnest
conviction that the severance of this imenorial
connection —this attenpt to relegate the State to
material things, and to declare that the nation as a
nation has nothing to say, has no help to give, in the
sore struggles of humanity to rise out of the materia
to sonmet hi ng hi gher —shoul d i nduce ne to take part
init. For | can take little interest in the questions
whi ch divide Christian Churches and sects, can see no
reason why they should not now be working side by

side to redeem our waste places, and to nmake the

ki ngdonms of this world the ki ngdoms of our Lord

and of His Christ.

Let nme close what | have to say with a Church
| egend, which seens to me full of wisdomfor this
controversy. St. Anmbrose was a holy nman and ex-
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ceedi ng zeal ous, even to slaying, for the one true
creed. One day as he was wal king in deep nedita-

tion as to howto bring all men to his own nind, he
was aware of a stream and a youth seated beside

it. He had never seen so beautiful a countenance,

and sat down by himto speak of those things on

which his nmind continually dwelt. To his horror he
found that the beautiful face covered a nobst heretica
m nd, and he spoke in sorrowful anger to the youth of
hi s danger. Whereupon the young stranger produced

six or seven vases, all of different shapes and col ours,

SS A PUBLI C CHURCH. [1872.

and, as he filled themfromthe brook, said to the
saint (as the legend is versified by M. Lowell) —

" Now Anbrose, thou maker of creeds, | ook here —
As into these vases this water | pour ;

One shall hold | ess, another nore ;

But the water the sanme in every case,

Shal | take the figure of the vase

O thou who woul dst unity reach through strife,
Canst thou fit this sign to the Water of Life?"

Wien Anbrose | ooked up, the youth, the vases, and
the stream were gone ; but he knew he had tal ked
with an angel, and his heart was changed. | w sh
that angel would cone and do a great deal of
preaching to our English Anmbroses.

(139)

ESTABLI SHED AND VCOLUNTARY
CHURCHES | N CONTRAST

(An Address delivered at St. Andrew s Hall, Norw ch, at the
request of the Church Defence Associati on® on Monday
evenings May \ith* 1873.)

[Reprinted fromthe Norfol k Chronicle”

The Meeting was a very noi sy one, strong par-

ti sans on both sides being present, so, to make the
allusions clear, | have been obliged to | eave sone
of the interruptions as they were reported, while
striking out nmere notices of applause or dissent.

M. Sheriff, Ladies, and Gentlemen. —I| trust

that my friends around ne will not think I am begin-
ning by telling tales out of school if | venture to
confide to this great neeting a little secret. \Wen |
undertook to deliver this address in your great city,
| of course entered into correspondence with the
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officers of this association. | wote to the secretary to
state that | should deliver it " as a politician." | con-
fess, sir, that the remarks which have just fallen from
you have explained to me what | thought was rather

40 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH. [1873.

unnecessary alarmon the part of the gentl enen who

had invited nme here when that announcement cane

to them But | see now since our chairman's address

the grounds upon which | was warned that it was not

as a politician that | was expected to appear here to-
night. Now, ny friends, | see very good reason for

that little alarm Politics, in the ordinary sense of the
word, are so mxed up with those party squabbles in
which | and nmy hon. friend (M. Care Read), whom

| amglad to see here, and who sits on the opposite
side of the House to nyself, are often engaged in St
Stephen's, Westninster, that | don't wonder that

those who are convening these neetings for so great

a purpose as that for which we are gathered here to-

ni ght should wish to abstain as nmuch as possible from
the word " politics." But just let nme explain very
shortly why it is that on all such occasions as this |
stand before any audi ence which may cone to |isten

to me as a politician. As | understand the word

" politician," it means a man who, whatever his other
engagenents in life nmay be, and however he may earn

his daily bread, feels above all things deeply inte-
rested, feels that he is bound to be deeply interested,
and to take as active a part as he can, in the public
affairs of his country. A politician of that kind is,
believe, a specially English institution. | believe that
every Englishman, if he is worth anything at all, is
bound to be a politician, and can't for the life of him
hel p taking a deep interest in the public affairs of his
country. My friends, what is the object of politics in
that sense ? The object of politics is the well-being

1 873-] THE PQLITICl AN. 4l

of the nation. [" That's it."] | amglad to hear an
ent husi astic friend bel ow appl aud that sentinent.
amquite sure that it will gain applause not only from
hi m but from everybody who hears ne to-night. The
object of politics is the well-being of the nation, or,
as we heard in that noble | esson which was read
yesterday nmorning in our churches, to nake " a wi se
and an understandi ng people." Now, what are the

nmeans by which a wi se and an understandi ng peopl e

is to be made ? Wl I, of course, the chief means of
maki ng a wi se and understandi ng people is by training
them up in wi sdom and understanding. The State

wants nen who are brave, truthful, generous ; the
State wants wonen who are pure, sinple, gentle. By
what nmeans is the State to get citizens of that kind ?

Such a politician, then, |ooking around hi mand
seei ng how the national conscience is to be touched —
for unless the national conscience be touched you
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can never raise citizens of that kind —finds that the
great power which alone can do it, in this as in other
free countries, is that which goes by the nane of
religion. He finds also that the Christian religion
prevails in this country, and that it is by neans of this
Christian religion that all the civilisation and all the
progress of the nation has been hitherto attained.

What does he find next } He finds all over this

country, in every parish and in every great town and

in every corner of this land, a nunmber of magnificent
bui | di ngs —-cathedral s, churches, schools—all bel ongi ng
tothis religion, which is the religion of the English
nation —the religion of England. [A Voice : " What

42 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH. [1873.

about Ronme ?" and interruption.] He finds a regul ar
organi sation existing all over the country of persons
—prof essional persons —engaged in this special work of
touchi ng the national conscience, educating the boys

and girls, the nen and wonen, and maki ng them nore

nmoral and wi ser and better through the instrunmentality
of this religion.

He sees next that, spread all over the country, there
are many other religious societies —many different
comuni ties of Christians engaged in work of the

sane kind —yet that this one society alone, which is
by far the largest, by far the nost powerful, by far
the richest, has been for nore than a thousand years
—in fact ever since this nation could be called a
nation at all —intimately connected with the govern-
ment of the nation and under the control of that
governnment. He finds that in this largest, richest,
and greatest of religious comunities all the chief
of ficers are appointed by the governnent for the tine
being —that is to say, by the nation ; that its dis-
cipline, its ritual, its doctrine are all under the contro
of the nation, and that this intimate connection has
been kept up, as | have said before, for upwards of a
t housand years.

He finds, furthernore, that these other religious

soci eties, although they are not so large, although

hardly any of them have existed for nmore than 200

years, yet they, although not connected with the State,
are under the protection of the State, are protected by
the laws, and have a position —an established position —
under the laws of the country to do the work they

1873.] ESTABLI SHED DENOM NATI ONS. 43

have got to do in the country. |If there are any
gentl emen from Nonconform ng communities here to-

night, as | trust there may be, | suppose that they
will protest against nmy using the word " established "
in connection with them Al | have to say is that

the word is not mne, but that the connection between
them and the State has been | aid down to be an
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Ahestablished'' connection by one of the greatest

| awyers who has ever sat on the Bench of Engl and.

| am alluding now to the great judgnent of Lord
Mansfield, fromwhich | will give you a few words to
show you the real position which these Nonconform ng
conmuni ties occupy in this country in the eye of the
| aw. The case to which | refer —and | daresay many
of my Nonconfornist friends if they are here, know it
as well as | do —is the great case of 1767, the City
of London v. Evans.

M. Evans was an eminent citizen of London. He

was a Nonconformist, and on being elected to the
office of Sheriff he said —" | won't be the Sheriff of
London. You cannot have a man as Sheriff of London
unl ess he has taken the Sacranent according to the
rites of the Church of England within a year fromthe
time of his appointment. | have never done this,

never mean to do it, and | won't serve the office of
Sheriff." Wat did the Corporation of London do ?
They sat in council and they fined hima heavy fine.
He went into the courts of law to see whether they
could enforce that fine against himor not. His

def ence was that he was a Nonconform st ; that
according to the Toleration Act he had a right to
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be a Nonconformi st and not to receive the Sacranment
according to the rites of the Church of England ; that
not receiving it he was not liable to be made Sheriff,
and the fine could not be inposed upon him Wat

said Lord Mansfield ? He decided entirely in his
favour. He said that the Tol eration Act had freed

all Nonconformists fromthe liability to serve. | want
particularly to call your attention to his words,
because they justify ne in the use of the word " estab-
lished " with regard to Nonconformists : " The Dis-
senters' way of worship is not only exenpted from

puni shment, it is rendered innocent and lawful ; it is
established ; it is put under the protection, and not
nerely under the connivance of the law. "

This is the status and position of those other com
munities to which | have referred, and therefore, they
shoul d consi der before they use the word " Establish-
ment " as a kind of sneer with regard to the nationa
Church of Engl and.

Now, fromthis bird s-eye view, as | nay say, of

the position of things in England, on this very great
subj ect, what are the conclusions which an ordinary
politician wishing for the well-being of his country
would draw ? |t appears to ne that the first con-

cl usion he would draw woul d be, that this arrange-
ment which . has existed as regards the Established
Church for nore than a thousand years, as regards
these Nonconfornist societies for nmore than two
hundred years, nust be an arrangenent which nust

neet very fairly sone particular need of this English
nation. | think we nust conclude, too, that this
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arrangenent has worked well as regards this country,
because | don't suppose that anybody who is a citizen
of this country is not proud of being a citizen, —I
don't suppose that there is any one in this |arge
assenbly, either nman or woman, who woul d change

his or her English citizenship for that of any other
country in the world. And | think he will also cone

to the conclusion, |ooking around himon what is
happening in the other nations of the world about this
time, regarding the question fromthe point of view
that | have indicated, that this is not quite the tine
to be overturning old foundati ons without sone very
good reason. At such a tinme as that in which we live
we should not rashly cut off any of our old links with
the past without trying very steadily, and testing very
severely, whether they won't stand the strain of the
present —whether they are not better for this tinme
than anything we should be likely to make under

new circunst ances }

Vell, then, having come so far, ny friend, the poli -
tician, —i.e., |, nmyself, —holding the views which | have
expl ai ned, has got to neet certain other facts ; the
concl usions to which he has conme are met with

certain facts which, of course, at the first blush

di sturb them very much. For what does he find .?

He finds that all those, or alnost all those, other
Christian communities of which | have spoken, which
are not directly in connection with the State, are

wi shing and striving to sever that connection between
the State and religion which exists between the State
and the Established Church. These are not persons
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who are irreligious. Renmenber, all those Noncon-

form sts who are trying to sever the connection

bet ween the State and the Established Church will

tell you they believe just as heartily as we do in the
paranmount need and i nportance of religion to the

State. And yet they tell us that although they believe
in the paranount need and inportance of religion to

the State, the very best way they can think of to get
Christianity, to get religion known and honoured in
this country, is to abolish all national recognition of it.
[" Oh, oh, " and ironical cheers.] Wll, that is to ne, |
confess—[Interruption by SCURLL frequently repeat-

ing, " Take away the noney."] |If ny noisy friend

down there will have the goodness just to wait, we
shall come to the noney in plenty of tine. But this
question is a matter so serious, and requires such very
temperate statenent, and such very careful considera-
tion, that | sincerely trust you won't inport into it
any of those noisy ebullitions which one expects in

an ordinary political meeting, but which | nust say

are not in place at a neeting called for so solem a
purpose as that for which we are nmet to-night.



Then, when | find Christians for whom| nyself

have the greatest respect maintaining this, of course,
I, as a politician, amobliged to | ook very carefully
over those conclusions to which | have conme, and

am bound to consider very carefully the argunents of

t hose who oppose them

This brings nme to another point. | told you that |
started as a politician, and now | stand before you as
a Liberal politician. Let ne explain ny idea of a

1 873-] THE LIBERAL PQLI TI Cl AN. 4/

Li beral politician. A Liberal politician is a man who
| ooks to the future and not to the past ; he | ooks for
progress ; he desires to see the whole nation raised
he desires it to go on frombetter things to better
things, and he is not afraid of new things ; he holds
that every institution nust be tried by its worth and
its value to the nation ; —he holds above all things
that there should be equality before the |aw for every
institution, for every society, and for every individual
citizen. Well, then he comes right upon the question
that presses upon us all in considering these subjects
—he comes upon the question. What is religious
equality ?

| have had to think a great deal upon this subject

for my own guidance in public life, and | will tell you
what | think are the real tests of religious equality.
In the first place, if there is to be religious equality
every Englishman nust be free within certain linmts
(which | will explain directly) to set up, and to en-
joy, any formof religion that he pleases. This is,
think, the first requisite of religious equality. The
second requisite of religious equality is this —that no
citizen shall be bound to contribute to a religion

whi ch he does not believe in. The third requisite

take to be this —that every man shall be free to use

or to let alone those religious appliances which the
State has to offer to him In order to make a perfect
and exhaustive division of the subject, | think there is
a fourth, and that is that every man shall be free to
try to alter the conditions on which the State offers
its religious appliances to the people of the country.
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Now then, ny friends, just try this question of
religious equality as regards the national Church by
every one of these tests. In the first place, is every
man in England free to set up and to enjoy any form
of religion that he pleases ? You perfectly well know
—and in stating what is done universally in England

| shall be able to show you where the hand of the
State conmes in, and where the people are stopped

in this matter —you know perfectly well there are
Mormon congregations in this country, that Mornons
are perfectly free to assenbl e and worship as they

pl ease. But the State sinply steps in and says that

Page 29 of 132
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Mornmons shall not in this country be allowed to nmarry
two wives ; if a man marries two wives he is indicted
for bigany, but so long as he desires only to worship
in the Mormon form whatever that may be, he is not
prohi bited doing so here.

Vell, in London there have been a nunber of

gentl emen —sonme of them have | eft the Church of

Engl and, and sonme have |l eft other communities —

who have been setting up a purely secular religion ;
and nobody has hindered them because they may

set up any worship they please, provided they don't
break the law. | will give you one nore instance,
because, so far as | know, that particular body is
confined to the eastern counties. | don't know

whet her you have any in Norwi ch, but | know t hey

are scattered about in the eastern counties ; and
they are the people who call thenselves " the Peculiar
People." Now, the Peculiar People are perfectly free
in this country to worship just as they please, but

1873.] FREEDOM OF WORSHI P. 49

one of their tenets is, that it is wicked to use nedi-
cine, and so they let their children die because they
won't allow themto be attended by any nedi cal man.

The | aw steps in then and says, " W can't allow this ;
have any religious worship or belief you please, but
you nust attend to your children, and shall not all ow
themto die fromthe want of nedical attendance."”

As | have said, the first test of religious equality
is that every man shall be free to set up and to enjoy
any worship he pleases, and so far at |east no one

can deny that we have perfect religious equality in
Engl and.

The second test is, that no man shall be called

upon to pay for a formof worship which he does not
approve. Now, no nman in this country is called upon

to pay a single penny since Church-rates —[cheers,

and noise in front of the platformi —I say that it is
the second condition of religious equality that no

man shall be called upon to pay for a religion he does
not believe in, and since the abolition of Church-rates
no man has a single penny to pay to the Church

unl ess he pleases. This is too long a business to go
into; but if all nmy friends in this roomw Il just think
and consider for thenselves, they will find that they
have not had to pay a single penny towards the Estab-

i shed Church, unless they chose to do it voluntarily,
—to put it into the plate at church, or to subscribe
it to sone church charity.

My third point is, that every man shall be free to
use such religious appliances as the State has to
give him or to let themalone. Now, every man and

E
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woman in this roomis perfectly aware that they have

the right to go to church if they please, in their own
pari sh, and nobody can hinder them ; whilst, on the
other hand, if they don't like, they can go to any

other place of worship ; or, if they prefer it, they need
not go to any place of worship at all. They are
perfectly free, without any interference from the
Church or the State, to go or not to go to church just
as they please. Wll, you can't get nearer equality

than that. My fourth test is, that if a man is not con-
tented with the use that the State makes of those
religious appliances which it has to offer to all the
citizens of the country, he should have the right to
change them So he has. What in the world am |l

sent to Parlianment for, or what do you send ny friend
M. Care Read to Parlianent for —if it is not to |ook
after these things for you ? If you Nonconfornmnists

are strong enough to say that the way in which the

State deals with that great religious inheritance which
it has inherited fromthe time of Alfred and before,
does not please you, you have nothing to do but to set
to work and el ect nmen who will go and represent you

and try and get these things changed. It is perfectly
within your right to do this : and if you can do it, and
if those other things which | have just been advancing
are true —and | amcertain that no man in this room

is able to refute them —then | say so far as religious
equal ity goes there is perfect religious equality, at this
time, in this country.

I know the answer that will be made to ne by
ny friends anong the Nonconform sts. They will say,

1873.] PROPERTY. 51

"How about the property; how about the endow-
ments ; you have been tal ki ng about disestablishnent,
but you have | eft out di sendowrent altogether." |

have not left it out altogether ; | amconming toit, and
| hope to satisfy you —I don't know whether | shal
satisfy nmy friend below there, but at any rate | intend

to make very clear to him—what | nyself think on
this question of Church endowrents.

The first question | wish to ask ny Nonconforni st
friends, and | have no doubt ny friend below is one
of them is this —Are they ready to take any part

of the Church endowrents ? [SCURLL : " No."] No

that is precisely what | thought. | am not nyself
against it —I tell you plainly that | don't object to
what is called concurrent endowrent. | should not
particularly object to it ; | should not object if the

revenues of the national Church were applied to the
hel pi ng of other religious bodies which own allegiance
to no earthly head outside the nation. That is ny
private opinion. It is one rather unusual. At any

rate, it is one which is intensely unpopular wi th Non-
conform sts. What have they been doing ? When

the Tories a few years ago —I| beg thelr pardon, | will
say Conservatives if they like it better —when the
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Conservati ves proposed a few years ago in Irel and

what is called concurrent endowrent, my Noncon-

form st friends in the House and in the country said,

" No, no ! whatever else we have we will not have con-
current endownent ; not a bit of it." Consequently,
concurrent endowrent we did not have, and the first
article of the creed of the Liberal party, especially of

E 2
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the Nonconfornmi st part of the Liberal party, is " No
concurrent endowrent, on any terns."

VeIl ! No concurrent endowrent ! but how about

this Church property and all these great endownents ?
You say you don't want them you won't have any

part of them You say it is a great weakness to any
religious body to have endownents ; you say it is
sure to make that body degenerate, and to make it
weak, and not able to hold its own agai nst inde-
pendent bodies. Al this is a great disadvantage, and
you nust feel that if there be any inequality the
inequality is on the side of the Church. V& are

wei ghted with all these dreadful endownents, and

how in the world we manage to bear them and how it
is that weighted as we are we yet manage on the

whol e to hold our own pretty well, is to me a perfect
wonder .
But, however, | pass fromthis point, which | hope

ny Nonconform st friends will turn over, and just

ask thenselves, if they don't want these endownents

t hemsel ves and woul d not have them at any price,
whether it is better to |l eave themfor religious uses,
or better to turn theminto the pockets of the | and-
lords } [SCURLL : " Anywhere rather than the
Church."] That is precisely the feeling. My friend
does not feel that the work which we are all doing,
whi ch the Church is doing as well as the Noncon-
form st community to which he belongs, is all one and
the sane work, —that we are working in the same |line
though with different nethods ; and his hatred to the
name of the Church is so strong that though he won't

1873.] FREE THOUGHT. 53

have these endownents, and though he thinks that

the Church may nake use of them for rehgious

pur poses, yet he so dislikes the Church that he says,
" Do anything else you like with them —throw t hem
into the horse-pond, throw theminto the river, —but
don't let the Church have them"

The next argunment of my Nonconformist friends

—I| have a great many anongst them and | have

a great respect for them for | think they have done a
great deal of good in the countiy —their next argu-
nment is that these endownents and the Establishment
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extinguish the spiritual life of the Church. Do they }
I know nmy friend there holds this belief strongly.

Now, let me argue with himfor a nonent or two.

What is the sign of the extinguishing of spiritua

life .? Wll, the first way that spiritual |ife expresses
itself is by the voice —by published works, by its
speech. What, then, has been the speech of the

nati onal Church to the country } How do those

bel onging to it speak .? What influence has it had on
nodern thought in this wonderful tinme in which we

live ? What contributions have the menbers given —

| won't even say its menbers, but what contributions
have its officers, the clergy, given —towards the
activity of nodern thought and the gui dance of

Engl and in that wonderful labyrinth of difficult socia
and ot her questions which we have cone upon in

our day }

Ve will take the activity in literature. Let ne
mention a few nanes of men | have nysel f known
—and ny life is not a very long one —let me just
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nention the activity | have known in nmen of nmy own
per sonal acquai ntance since | was a boy. There is no
departnent of human thought in which such activity
has been exhibited as in the study of history during
that tinme. Let us | ook at the names which officers of
the Church of England have contributed towards the
history of this country and the devel opnent of histori-
cal know edge. There are M I man, Merivale, Arnold
and Thirlwall, four great nanes anong the nodern

hi stori ans of England, and all of them clergynen of
the Established Church. Take noral phil osophy and

nmet aphysi cs, the hi ghest subject on which human

t hought can work, and think of such nen as Mauri ce,
Mansel |, Professor Grote, and Professor \Wewell.

Then in general literature, there is a name which
shoul d be very dear in this town, Dean Stanley.

Look, again, at Canon Kingsley, who has lately
thrown the whol e of the cathedral machinery of
Chester, so far as he has command of it, into the
direction of, as he calls it, wedding science with the
Church. Look at other names. There are Robert -

son, the two Hares, Canon Llddon, Bishop Tenple,

Prof essor Jowett, M. LI. Davies, and | m ght name
twenty others. | have naned nen from sone of

whom | differ nmuch nore than | do from my Noncon-
form st friends, but they are all Church clergynen
whom | have known in nmy own life-tine. So far,

then, fromthe Establishnment extinguishing spiritua
life, precisely the contrary is true ; and the very fact
of being officers of that State Church which many of
ny friends hate so nuch, has just given a stinulus

1 873-] INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 55

and a freedomto those men which has led themto
distinction in these different studies.
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No one respects nore than | do a great many

of the Nonconformnist mnisters and | eading nen of
Nonconforni st bodies ; but try themby this test.

You say that spiritual life, and that intellectual life, is
extingui shed by the State Church. What nanes of
Nonconfornmi sts can you think of to put beside those
fifteen or sixteen names that | took as the first |

t hought of in the Church of England. There is one

great Nonconform st nane that will occur to us all, —
that of a native of Norwich, M. Mrtineau : but

al though there are nmany excellent witers and minis-
ters anong the Nonconform st bodies, there has not

been one except M. Martineau who has contri buted

in the sane neasure as these Churchnmen to all that

new t hought that has cone flooding into religious
matters, into historical matters, into netaphysics, into
all branches of know edge.

This leads me naturally on to the other side of the
argunent, as to that freedom which the Liberationists
wi sh to bestow upon us. It is quite clear we don't

want freedomin that direction ; that with all the
gaggi ng which the State nust necessarily (according

to their theories) put on the Church, the literature of
the Church has been nore powerful than that of any
other portion of this British nation.

But we are to be set free in other respects. Now

| hold that if we were not freer than any other portion
of the comunity so far as religion is concerned, the
result that | have stated could not have happened.
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But | fancy that ny Nonconform st friends would
account for it in this way. They would say, " Yes,
but you have had pecul i ar advantages ; you have had
the Universities, which have not been open to us."
And this was true until lately, so far as regards
Oxford and Canbridge. But just renmenber that the

Li beral s, and anobngst others a very large majority
of Churchnen, have now t hrown those Universities
entirely open to you Nonconform sts. Every intel -

| ectual advantage of the Universities of Oxford and
Canbri dge, as you know, is just as open to every
Nonconf orni st who chooses to go and avail hinmself
of themas they are to ne.

Then, again, | say besides, that although, during

that tinme, the Nonconform sts have not had Oxford

and Canbridge open to them yet they have al ways

had the University of London, which with its affiliated
colleges is a great educational institution, and for al
purposes is just as able to train nen to take the

lead in the intellectual activity of this country as the
ol der Universities. But in any case, that objection has
passed away now, for, as | say, all Nonconformsts

have been placed in precisely the same condition as
Churchnmen with respect to the culture of the Univer-
sities. ["Can a parish get rid of a clergyman.?"
frequently ejacul ated by SCURLL.] If my very
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vi gorous and excellent friend will nmerely let ne go
on my own way, | think he will probably find that

| shall touch all the points on which he wi shes to be
instructed before the end of ny talk.

Now, let me say that the reason by which | account

1 8/3-]1 A TRUSTEE COF NATI ONAL PROPERTY. 5/

for this great difference between the intellectual activity
in the highest regions of thought of the Church of

Engl and, and that of Nonconform st communities, is
this —it is because the clergy of the Church are in a
freer atnosphere, because the nation, which governs
the Church of Engl and, which has a special connection
with the Church of England, is a far greater and freer
body than any portion of it can possibly be. There is
a very wise saying of a French statesman called Tal -
leyrand, that " there is one person who is w ser than
anybody, and that is everybody " —and it is the whole
British nation as represented in the regular constitu-
ti onal Governnment of the country which is responsible
for, and which is connected with, the Church of
England. And this | think is the reason why it is in

a freer atnosphere, and is nmuch nore intellectually
and spiritually active in my opinion, than those com
muni ties, of one of which | have no doubt ny friend
below is a very ardent and enthusiastic menber.

Then the Liberal politician finds that the Church, as
it stands now in our time, is the trustee for the nation
of a great nunber of splendid buildings —cathedrals,
churches in every parish, schools, and parsonages. I|n
every parish it has got one of its own officers on
duty, and buil dings dedicated to religious purposes,
whi ch are open to every citizen, and to every nan,

who chooses to take advantage of them And what do

ny Nonconformi st friends propose the State should do
with these .? They propose that the State should toss
that all over and have nothing whatever to do with it,
and I, as a Liberal politician, don't intend, if | can
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help it, to allow the State to make such a fool of

itself. Mnd you —and | speak as a Liberal —we are
not asked by themto i nprove and adapt, but we are
asked sinply to destroy ! | say it is not the part

of a wise nation to do that.

Just to give an illustration of it : Suppose that this
nati on, hundreds of years ago, |ong before any of us
were born, before any of us could have any exact
evidence of how it had conme about, becane possessed

of gas works : that ever since the State had owned
those gas works : and that in every town and village of
Engl and gas was still carried to the door of every nan.
And suppose that a great nunber of bodies in this
country were to rise up and say, "W object to this
gas ; we think that petroleumoil and tallow candl es
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are much better things than gas, and we won't all ow
you (the State) to bring that gas (as you bring the
services of the clergyman and the use of the parish
church) to every man's door." He can, you see, use
the gas if he pleases, or he can let it alone if he pleases,
and yet nmy friends cone and say, " Oh ! but this is
abomi nabl e tyranny ; why should all these people

have gas ? W won't have it, so why should he ?

Pull down the gas works ; let everybody light them
sel ves by petroleumoil and tall ow candles, —and |et
these old gas works, and all that belongs to them be
carted away and sold, and the noney distributed in
the relief of the rates, or anyhow you please." Wuld
that be a reasonable contention ? [" No, no," and
ejacul ations by Scurll, rendered inaudible by cries of
** Turn himout."]

1 873-]1] THE CURE CF BODI ES AND SOULS. 59

The Sheriff (addressing Scurll) said —" | nust beg
of you to be silent. You are breaking your contract
with the committee —["hear, hear"] —for you were
only adnmitted on a ticket pledging yourself to submit
to the chair."

M. Hughes continued —Vél1l, if ny friend does

not like that illustration | will give himanother. He
may say that gas is a material thing, and that he
would like an illustration froma | earned profession.

I will take then a profession which is nost anal ogous
to the profession of a clergyman, to the curing of souls.
In every parish in England ny friend and anybody

who |ikes, whatever his religious opinions are, has a
right to send for the parson of the parish : and the
parson of the parish is bound to cone and minister to
him and to cure all his spiritual ailnments if he can
Suppose that the State fromancient tines had en-
dowrent s under which it kept a doctor in every

parish, and by which it had command of all the great
hospitals of the country. Now you know that there

are a nunber of different schools of nedicine in this
country. At present the school of nedicine which has
the command of all the hospitals, and of the nedica
profession in this country, is what is called the allo-
pathic system | won't say whether | am an all opathi st,
but at any rate whether I ama nonconformist in this
matter of medicine or not, there are a great many
nonconforni sts who have sonething to say : honteo-
pat hi sts, hydropathists, mesnerists, and advocates of
hal f - a- dozen other fornms of disestablished nedicine.
Now, suppose that the State owned all the hospitals in
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the country, and had a nedical officer in every parish

of the country, who was bound to minister to every

man who chose to go to him and the honoeopathi sts

were to say, " This will never do ; this is not medica

equality ; let us pull down these hospitals ; we won't

have these hospitals ; oh ! this connection between the



Page 37 of 132

State and the doctors is dreadful ; let us abolish al
the hospitals ; down with them!" [" No."] But that is
what the demand of the Nonconform sts is. They

say, "Let us abolish the Establishment altogether."

Now, should you think it would be wise of the State,

in case it had such appliances as these for the curing
of the bodies of the people, to act upon the suggestion
of the honpeopathists and the hydropathists ? The

case of the Church is precisely analogous. It is

simply a question in the one case of the doctors of the
body ; in the other case it is the doctors of the soul

I think | have sufficiently explai ned what the Non-
confornmi sts want, and what the Liberation Society,

if it had its way, would take away fromthe people of
this country. As | say, the people of this country

at present have a right in every parish to the parish
church, have a right to the mnistrations of the officer
of religion ; they may use the church or not, as they
l'i ke, and they need not send for the ministrations of
the clergyman if they don't like. This is what they
will have to give up if this disestablishment novenent
is successful

Now, what do the Nonconform sts propose to give
themin exchange ? and this brings me to the pro-
posal s of the Liberationists as | understand them

1 873-1 NONCONFORM ST PROPCSALS. 6 1

The first of their proposals is to adopt sonmething like
the Irish plan. The plan of disestablishnment which

has been adopted in Ireland, as you perfectly wel

know, has left the cathedrals, the parish churches, the
manses, and a consi derabl e portion of the endowrents

in the hands of the clergy and the present Synod of

the Irish Church. Well, supposing that plan adopted
here, every non-Churchman in the first place would

be deprived of his birthright. My friend down there

and the Nonconform sts woul d have no | onger any right
to enter the parish church ; he would have no | onger a
right to the mnistrations of any clergyman in the
country ; he would have no right to any of those ap-
pliances to which he and his fathers have had a ri ght
ever since the nation was a nation. This many
Engl i shmen perhaps woul d not object to very much,

but as a Churchman and a politician | do object to

any such course as that being adopted with regard to
the English people.

For nyself | say, that if the Church held together

as | sincerely trust it would, it would becone far too
powerful, —it would beconme an inperiumin inperio
that woul d be very dangerous to any civil governnent.
No governnment that cane into power would be able

to stir hand or foot until it had made ternms with the
di sest abl i shed Church. W should have a di sestab-

i shed Church whose roots were intertwined with the

whol e political and social |ife of the country, and whose
power woul d be dangerous to the civil governnent.
If it were to break up into sections —into two or three

di vi sions —then we Churchnen in our turn should | ose
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our birthright. For we could not belong to nore than
one of the sections into which the Church was split

up, and we should lose our right in two-thirds of the
pari sh churches of England. The parish churches

woul d bel ong to those sections of the Church and not
to us, and we should no | onger have the right which

we inherited fromour fathers to use those churches
and to call upon the clergynen who serve in themto
mnister to us. Therefore, | object to disestablishnment
on this ground. Whether the Church remained to-

gether or broke up into sections, matters little to ny
mnd. In either case the nation, and I, are |osers.

Then, there is a second proposal which | don't think
| need dwell upon, although it is far nore consistent
—that is, to sell the cathedrals and churches to the
hi ghest bidders, and apply the whol e of the endow-
nents to purely secular purposes. | quite feel that |
need not dwell upon this subject here. | was talKking
it over with a thorough-going disestablishment man
only the other day, in the House of Commons. | said,
** What are you going to do with Westmni nster Abbey
and St. Paul's ?" He replied that in Westninster
Abbey there were a great many nonunents, and

perhaps it was fit for a picture and scul pture gallery,
whil st St. Paul's mght be bought for a great auction
mart. Are you prepared —is ny friend bel ow prepared
—to go that length ? Now, you have, | nust say, the
ugliest termnus that | ever saw to your railway in
this town. Suppose that disestablishment had taken

pl ace, and the cathedrals were to be put up by public
auction, and suppose the Geat Eastern Rail way

1 8/3-] OPEN CHURCHES. 6%

Conpany were to be the highest bidders for your
cathedral : would you like to see themturn that build-
ing into a termnus for your railway ? | amquite sure
you would not. You feel that the cathedrals and
churches throughout the country have been used for

500 years for the hi ghest possible purposes for which
any buil dings can be used in this world, and you woul d
not have them degraded, any nore than Churchnen

woul d, to any purposes |ess high.

There is a third proposition, to throw the churches

open to all religious communities. | should not object.
But then cones in the trouble, that is nothing less than
concurrent endownent, or just precisely the thing

to whi ch Nonconforni st communities have pl edged
Parliament on no consideration whatever to consent.

And, even supposing the churches and cathedrals were

to be thrown open to all the religious conmunities of
the country, you don't get out of the difficulty. There
must be some hands to hold them —sonme organi sation

to deal with them —you cannot |eave themthere for

the several congregations to fight over: for one to march
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in at one door, and another to march in at the opposite
door. | see ny friend is very reasonable ; he shakes

his head ; he sees that this would be utterly inpossible.
Wiat, then, is the only alternative } It is, to arrange
sonme hands in which they should be held ; and I think if
you consider the matter you will find that they could

not be held by anybody who woul d exercise that

trust nmore fairly, or nore for the good of the nation,
than those to whomthey are at present confided.

Agai n, anongst the other argunents which | should
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wish to put before this neeting is this —that the
certain tendency of religious communities not in con-
nection with the State is, narrowness. Wat has kept
the Church of England so broad as it is at present .?
| believe it is sinply its connection with the State.
[SCURLL : " W agree there."] Exactly. My friend

does not think it necessary to have a comunity

broad. | think it desirable to have it as broad as
possible. | should be glad to worship with my fell ow
Christian below (I don't know what form he bel ongs

to) because | ama State Churchman : but he, ' sitting
there as a Nonconformist, | daresay would | ook three
or four times before he would worship with nme. |

say that the breadth of the Church of England has

been mai ntained by its connection with the State.

Let nme renind you of what has happened during our
lifetime. You renenber there have been three great
crises in the English Church, and in each one of these
some one party has risen up and striven to cast out
another party fromthe Church. The first case was

the celebrated case in which the |ate Bi shop of Exeter
with the Hi gh Church party behind him tried to cast
out M. Gorham They were unsuccessful. The case

went before cal mlawers who were greatly bothered
—there is nothing that judges so much dislike as to
have eccl esi astical questions before them but, when
they are there, they bring trained intellects and cal m
m nds, and all the wi sdomthat they have gained from
long practice of their profession, to bear upon these
questions, —and, as you renmenber, M. Gorham was

not turned out. Then came the cel ebrated case of the

1 873-] CASTING QUT TARES. 6%

* Essays and Reviews.' In the sane way a section of
the Church rose up and said, " These nmen have been
witing things contrary to the doctrine of the Church
of England ; let us cast themout." But the State
stepped in and said, " No no ! they have been witing
t hi ngs whi ch perhaps we cannot approve : they have
been writing things which it may be difficult to
reconcile with certain portions of the creeds of the
Church of England : but still, as they can be interpreted
in such a way as to be not clearly inconpatible with
those creeds, you shall not cast themout." Then

what happened the other day } The time of trial cane
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for the High Church party. There was the case agai nst
M. Bennett. The privy Council said, " VW& very mnuch
regret what this gentleman has witten ; we don't

think it at all right that a clergyman of the Church of
Engl and shoul d have witten these things ; but we see
that they can be interpreted in a way which is not
necessarily inconpatible with the doctrines of the
Church of England." Therefore, the State holds an

equal and firm hand between all schools within the
Church and says, " Gentlenen, your duty is to live
together as Christian nmen, and not to be casting one
anot her out of the inheritance of your fathers." My
friend down there evidently thinks this is a disgrace
to the Church. [SCURLL : " | do." ] My friend says he
does. But then, you see, if he thinks it is a great thing
to be able to cast out the tares and to keep the wheat,
he does not agree with the Author of our religion, or
with the Apostles. They said that the tares and the
wheat were to grow together until the harvest, and

F

66 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH. [ 1873.

that it was not for human judgnent to go and root
up those whom we please to call tares, and to tie
themup in bundles to burn them upon nere human
j udgrent .

Let me now |l ook for a nmonent at the different way

in which these religious conmunities act. Wthout in
the least wishing to throw any di sparagenent upon

the body of which | amgoing to speak, | will take
the broadest of the Nonconfornist communities, the

I ndependents. Their governnent is a self-elected

and absolute conmittee. What has happened within

the last few years } W all renenber that two or
three years ago the Rev. M. Brewin Grant was cast
out of that Church for | don't really know what.

But | will speak of a nore recent case. There was

the Rev. M. Webster, of Eckington, near Chester-
field, who had been a minister in the |Independent
Church for nore than fifteen years. It appears that
in this comunity there is the * Congregationa

Year Book,' and that it is necessary that the nanes
of all the mnisters should appear in that book every
year. He found in the year 1871 that his nane had

not been inserted anbng the ministers. He wote to
the editor of the * Year Book ' to ask why his nane had
not been returned, and the editor, the Rev. M. Ashton,
made hi m no answer. Then he referred the editor

to a bye-law of the society, inposing upon the editor
the duty of informing the minister whose nane was
omtted. He got no answer. Then he wote to the
secretary of the Congregational Union. He got an
answer, that if the secretary of the County Union

1 873-] | NDEPENDENT LI BERALI TY. 6/

does not send the name in, no help can be given
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Then he wrote to the secretary of the County Union,
and he was told that the secretary of the County

Uni on could give himno information. Then he nade

an application straight to the commttee of the Con-
gregational Union, and they expressed regret that

they had no power to act. Thus the nane of that
clergyman was quietly shunted out by an irresponsible
committee : and the consequence was, that w thout
havi ng the opportunity of defending hinself, or having
his case heard by any tribunal, he |lost his share of
the sick funds to which he had subscribed all those
years : he lost the privilege of sending his children to
school at a |ower rate of paynment, which every I|nde-
pendent clergyman has ; . he |lost the advantage of

the Pastor's |Insurance Society to which he was al so
entitled ; and | apprehend that by this tine, in con-
sequence of the disappearance of his name from

the ' Congregational Year Book,' he is no |onger a
menber of the | ndependent comunity.

Contrast the difference between this treatnent of

the ministers of one of the largest, and by far the nost
liberal (so far as | know) of the Nonconform st com
munities with the treatnment whi ch Church of Engl and
clergynen get ! Therefore, | say again, the connection
with the State nmakes the position of a clergyman

much nore free, nuch nore independent, than that of

the minister of any other religious comunity. | only
cited that case just to prove this point. As a Libera
politician, | believe that the principle of exclusion is

illiberal, and that the principle of inclusion is liberal

F 2
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The one is the idea of religious comunities outside
the Church; the other is the idea of the nationa
Church ; and | as a Liberal, intensely prefer the
principle of the Established Church to that principle
of sel ection and exclusion which is the principle of
Nonconforni st communities.

Again, there is another tendency of Nonconform st
comuni ties which | should be very sorry indeed to

see cone into the Church of England, and it seens

to be quite inevitable in the case of comunities

not in connection with the State. That is the tendency
to split up. The other day | read in a book of very
consi derabl e authority, that in the community of Bap-
tists there are in England 550 congregati ons which

are unattached, and which owe no allegiance to the

central organisation. | don't know whether that is
true —at any rate it is stated by those who wite
with some know edge, —but | do know that in

* @uthrie's Conversations,' which is a work of autho-
rity in America, where the Baptists are nmuch nore
extended than in England, there is the following |ist
of sects into which the Baptists have split up : —*
Regul ar, Canpbellites, Free-will Seventh Day, Six

Pri nci pl es W nnebrunni ans, Anti-M ssion Christians,
Dunkers, and others. | should be very sorry indeed
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to see the chance of having the Church of England
split up in that manner.

I will not only take the Baptists, but take the nost
recent of all Nonconform st comrunities, for which |
have great respect —the Wsleyan community. You

remenber that John Wesley up to the end of his life
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consi dered hinself a Churchman. He said, " | have

uni formy gone on for fifty years, never varying from
the doctrine of the Church at all." But even in his
time the Methodists had split up into three portions.
Lady Huntingdon and Whitefield went off with the

Cal vinistic portion, another section went off with

I ngham and Ganbol d, and then there was the Church
section which remained with John and Charles Vsl ey.
In the year 1795 there was a formal secession of the
Met hodi sts. Two years afterwards, in 1797, cane

the first split anong them The New Connexi on was
formed. [SCURLL : "They wanted freedom"] That

was an attenpt to get the lay nenbers into the
Conference. Then cane 18 10, when the Prinitive

Met hodi sts went off on some question of preaching in
the open air. [SCURLL : ** Freedom again."] Now, if
they had been of the Established Church connected
with the State, the State would have said, "You
Christians need not quarrel about these things ; go and
do your own work in your own way ; you are perfectly
at liberty to hold all these things within the pale of
the Church.” In 181 5 the Bible Christians broke off,
and then followed in 1835 the Vsl eyan Met hodi st
Associ ation. And so you see within the first forty
years of the disestablishnent of Methodism fromthe
tinme they were released from State control, there were
no less than five secessions and splits up. [Scurl
"The result of freedom"] If my friend thinks it
desirable to have no religious organisation throughout
the country, and to have every comunity splitting

up into a hundred different parts, of course he has a
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perfect right to his opinion ; but | don't. There he
and | entirely disagree.

Now, | daresay ny friend down there has never

| ooked into this part of the subject ; but | will ask —
what have the greatest Nonconfornists who have ever
lived said on this question ? | have the greatest
possi bl e respect for Nonconform sts now |iving, but

as | have said, with one exception, there are no nen

of the first flight of intellectual greatness anong the
Nonconfornmi sts in England at the present tine. But

that was not the case 200 years ago, in the great days
of Nonconfornity ; and you shall hear what those

men t hought about Disestablishment and D sendow-

ment. First, let us have AQiver Crommel |, whom al

will allowto have been a pretty distingui shed Non-
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conform st. There was no man nore angry than he

at the suggestion to split up the Church. He said,

*' Every man saith, ' O! give ne liberty,' but give it to
himand (to his power) he will not yield it to anybody
el se. W are a peopl e who have been unhi nged

these twel ve years ; as if scattering, division, and
confusi on canme upon us |ike things that we desired.
These which are the greatest plagues that God ordi -
narily lays on nations for sin." Qiver would not
stand these splittings up. He appointed Triers, who
went round to see that every Church was properly
served, and that people did not split up and nmake

di vi sions. The consequence was that a great nunber

of | ndependent and Presbyterian ministers accepted
livings in the Church of England as Nonconfornist
mnisters. Let us come to John Bunyan, al nost the
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greatest of Nonconformists, and not far fromthe
greatest of English witers. Wat does he say ? "
woul d be, and hope | am a Christian ; but as for these
factious titles of Anabaptists, |ndependents, Presby-
terians, or the like, | conclude that they cane not
from Jerusal emor Antioch, but rather fromhell and
Babyl on. For they naturally tend to divisions.; you
may know them by their fruits." Now cones another,

one of the greatest and ablest of all Nonconform sts,
and al nost of all Englishmen of his tinme. What does
Matt hew Henry say in his conmentary on the 45th
chapter of Ezekiel } " It is the duty of rulers to take
care of religion, and to see that the duties of it be
regularly and carefully performed by those under their
charge. Let us give God praise for the nationa
establishment of our religion with that of our peace
and civil liberty." Then he says, " Christianity is
twisted in with the very constitution of our CGovern-
ment." The tine is getting late, and | wll give you
only one nore quotation. This shall be of another

em nent Nonconformist of that time —Dr. Owen,
Cromwel | 's brother-in-law —whom all of you who study
this question know to have been one of the |eading

men in the Long Parliament. A motion for disestab-

i shnment came on then, just |like the notion which

M. Mall is going to bring on next Friday in the
House of Commons. Dr. Owen was one of the |eaders

of the religious party in the House of Conmmons at

that tinme, and what does he say ? " If it comes to
this, and you say you have nothing to do with religion
as the rulers of the nation, God will very soon have
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nothing to do with you as rulers of the nation." Vell,

| hope that | have proved that in the very greatest
time of the Nonconformists this idea of disestablish-
nment, of severing all connection between the State and
religion, had never occurred at all to the greatest and
best of them | quite admit that they wanted to put
their Church over the State, and | am as happy they
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failed in that as | am happy that they succeeded in
st oppi ng others from severing the connection

| amtold by many Nonconformist friends, " It is

very true what you say about the opinions of the old
Nonconfornmi sts, and about our opinions now ; but you
will please to understand it is not only we Noncon-
form sts who cry out for disestablishnment ; there is a
large party in your own Church which is crying out for
di sestablishment." [" No, no."] | amglad to hear that in
Norwi ch this is not so, and | hope it may not be true
in other parts of the country. But if it be true that
a portion of the Church of England is crying out for

di sestablishment, is it Liberal Churchnen, is it Broad
Churchnen, is it men who want all authority to be
obeyed, who wi sh the bishops to keep their dioceses

in order, who wish to go on the old lines in which the
Church of England has gone for 300 years ? It is not.
The only portion of the Church within its pale who
have made any efforts for its disestablishnent are just
those who won't obey the bi shops —who want to

break up the order of the Church, who want to do

away with those things which we and our fathers have
held to for 300 years, and who wish to introduce con-
fession and a nunber of other things. [ SCURLL
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" That's it."] My friend cries out " That's it." Wll
is he prepared to go into alliance with them?
[SCURLL : ** No."] But he nust do, because they are
the only persons in the Church who, like him wi sh

for its disestablishment. Now, | say that all State
Churches are liberal, and that all voluntary Churches
are illiberal. | will give you another proof of this.

As you are aware, the Church of Rone, after a
council which sat in Rone two or three years ago,
have settled that the Pope is infallible. Wwo were
those who supported the pretensions of the Pope to
infallibility ? Why, they were all the free Churches —
the voluntary Churches. His great supporters were
the vol untary Romi sh Church of Engl and, the vol un-
tary Ronmish Church of Ireland, the voluntary Ronish
Church of Anerica. Archbishop Manning and al

who follow himwere the great advocates of Papal
infallibility. Wo were the persons who opposed it ?
The menbers of State Churches. The nenbers of the
State Church of Germany, the nenbers of the State
Church of Hungary, the nenbers of the State Church
of France. There never was a case in which the
principle cane out nore clearly than in the nost
searching ordeal that has been before our generation
—that question of the infallibility of the Pope, on
whi ch probably the very continuance of the great

Rom sh Church, or heresy, which ever you please to
call it, turned ; and upon that question the great
supporters of the Pope's nonstrous clains were the
three voluntary Churches, and his great opponents
were the three State Churches.
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In conclusion, | will just say a few words to ny
friends the Nonconformi sts and to nmy friends who sit
around ne, and who have invited me down here.

woul d say to the Nonconformists, that | hold their
wor k has been necessary, has been of immense val ue

to the religious life of this country, and that it is
likely to be necessary in the future. | also hold
that they have every right to the position which they
occupy, and | sincerely trust they may maintain it,
but | w sh they would maintain it inside the Church
instead of outside. Let ne remind ny friends of one
or two facts. Before the Act of Uniformity there

were Nonconforning nenbers of the Church of

England. In the year 1602 who was it carried the
MIllenary petition to King Janes |.> Wy 800
Nonconfornming ministers of the Church of Engl and.

As | have told you, Qiver Cromwell put into churches
nunmbers of men who were Nonconform sts, and who

did not accept the doctrines of the Church of Engl and.
There is not the | east reason why they shoul d not

now pursue their own views, desiring and preferring
their voluntary organisation to that of the Established
Church : but why should they not accept openly what

t hey cannot hel p, because they are Nonconforning
nmenbers of the Church of England, whether they

like it or not ? Why should they not say, " As we
cannot get out of you, we will reformyou. There

are many ways in which we should |ike you to

reform W will join all your own best men in

hel ping to reformthat Church which has been handed
down to us for a thousand years, and nake it a noble
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temple in which all Christians in this country who
are willing to acknow edge no supremacy outside the
country may join in one great body."

To ny friends the Churchnmen, who | suppose are

the great majority in this room | will just say a very
few words. If disestablishment is to come in this
country it will be very nuch your own fault. |

hear some people say that the day of our visitation

has come, and is past. | should be very sorry indeed

to believe it, and | believe it would be a very sad day
for England if that were true. But in order that it

may never cone, | trust that Churchnmen will re-

menber that this struggle is not to be carried on by
any kind of intenperance, or of intolerance, or of
narrowness. V& should renenber that truth is

many sided ; that all truth comes from one source.
There is only one sun in the heavens, yet, as you

know, there are many beautiful colours, all which

come fromthe one sun. You cannot say that the

red is better and truer than the blue, or that the blue
is better and truer than the yellow. You may prefer

one to the other ; you may see that one colour is nore
uni versal, nore applicable for different purposes than
another, but there is truth in each. In the sane way
there is only one earth, but there are a great many



different trees which grow out of it, and which derive
their nourishment fromit : and although the oak nmay
be very nuch better suited to England and the fir to
Norway, yet we adnmit that there is truth in each

that one is just as good and true a tree as the other.
Therefore, let us who are apt to think in the Church
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and other religious comunities that we have got al

the truth ourselves, remenber that truth is wi der

than can be conprehended by any body of human

bei ngs, and let us be tolerant to one another, not
forgetting that those who are not in the sane com
munity with us hold their side of the truth as strongly
as we do ours.

Each religious conmunity has witnessed, and is
witnessing, to sone side of the truth. Religious
communities are not perfect in thenselves |ike trees
or flowers, but for that very reason it is all the nore
necessary that the nenbers of them should be tolerant,
and shoul d make the greatest effort to understand
those of other religious beliefs. If our Church, as |
hold and as | believe, is the broadest, and therefore
in that sense the truest and greatest of those com
munities, if it be a catholic body, it can do two
things. It can, in the first place, concede nore easily
than other bodies, and in the next it can assinilate
better. And | say that the duty of Churchnen in

this day of ours is, to concede everything that can be
fairly conceded to other religious comunities. Ve
Churchnen are very fond of resisting every change,
however small it be, on the old unw se pretence of

not letting in the thin end of the wedge. Now | et

me read to you an extract from one whom you will

all admit, whether you agree with himor not, to be a
great statesman, and whose name will be honoured in
any assenbly of living Englishnmen. | amgoing to

quote to you fromLord Russell's * History of the
Christian Religion," p. 185. It is the wi sest sentence
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in the whol e book. "There is no doubt that con-

cession gives rise to demands for fresh concession

—I[* Hear, hear ' fromthe platforml —and it is right
that it should be so." [Laughter.] Then cones the

point to which | wi sh specially to call the attention of

ny friends behind : —" The true linmit is, that all it is

just to concede should be conceded ; all that it is true
to affirmshould be affirmed ; but that which is unjust
shoul d be rejected, and that which is fal se should be
deni ed." Besides this power of concession, which she

has in a much greater degree than any other religious
body, the Church, if she be a catholic Church, as she
pretends to be, has al so greater power of assinilation.
Let her not be afraid of those sides of the truth which
have been nost prom nently put forward by other
religious communities. She can assinilate themif
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she pleases, and it is her duty to assinilate whatever
is true in them Her mssionin this world is not to
hold her own in the sense of resisting all reform of
resisting all concession, but her duty and mission is
to go to the | ost people of our country, and of every
country where she is established or where she exists,
and to draw those together into her fold who cannot
get into that of other religious bodies, which have
such linmts as | have been speaking of to bar the
gates of admission. Her great mission is to seek and
save those which are lost in every community. The

hi ghest title of her ministers is Servi servorum Dei
(the servants of the servants of God), and, if she
remenbers this high mssion, if she endeavours by

her life to exenplify her Master's Spirit and to
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illustrate His life, she never need be afraid in this
country, or in any other country, of disestablishment
or di sendowrent. \Wat did the greatest of Church-

nmen who ever |ived say on the point of people car-
rying on those m serabl e squabbles that are dividing

us in this day ? They were saying, " W are of

Paul ," "W are of Apollos," "W are of Peter," and
he said, " Wwo is Paul ? Who is Apollos ? Wwo is
Peter ? " If you only understand what an inheritance

you are called to, "all things are yours, whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Peter, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come, all are
yours, for ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."

(79)

THE CONDI TI ON AND PROSPECTS OF
THE CHURCH COF ENGLAND.

{Delivered at Sion College, March \Zth, 1877.)

I THINK that many of those whom | am about to

address in this college on the condition and prospects
of our national Church, may very probably be asking
thensel ves at this nmoment what possible claim| can
have to do so, or what possible good can cone of
anything | may say. |, at any rate, very readily

admt that such questions woul d be nost reasonabl e,

so perhaps a few prelimnary words of expl anation

may not be out of place.

It was sone nonths ago, before the |ate occurrences
at Hatcham and all that has followed on them that
the proposal was made to me. Even then | had

serious doubt as to accepting, and ultimately did so
with sonme reluctance. The doubt arose froma
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genuine belief that | had much nore to learn from
than to teach the menbers of Sion Coll ege on such a
subject. It is true that | had been asked to speak
or lecture on the Church question at Birm ngham
Norwi ch, and el sewhere ; but those addresses were
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delivered to popul ar audi ences, to whom | had been

asked to speak as a politician, and at tinmes when this
great controversy was in a very different phase. But

in this place | knew that | should be addressing an

audi ence of experts, the netropolitan representatives

of the great profession (or " calling," to use the better
word) of ordained ministers of the national Church —

a very different and nuch nore serious matter

Hence my doubt .

My rel uctance arose froma dislike to stir stil

wat ers, and raise discussion upon grave matters at a
ti me when there seemed no pressing need for action
or decision with regard to them And | own that

the earlier part of the past year appeared to nme to
bear many signs of such a tinme ; for the usua
notions, pointing to a severance of Church and
State, or to reconstruction or reformof one kind or
anot her, had not been made in the House of Commons.
In the addresses of menbers and candi dates to con-
stituencies |ast autum, when reference was nade to
the Church question, it was generally treated as a
kind of neutral territory in politics, even advanced
Li berals, like M. Leonard Courtney, declaring, that
t hough they were theoretically in favour of the entire
severance of Church and State when the proper

time might come, yet they saw no sign of its comng
and deprecated any attenpt to force it. On the

ot her hand, one nost inportant Church reform the
full meaning of which has never been popularly
appreci ated, —I| nean the subdivision of dioceses and
t he appoi ntment of suffragan bi shops who shoul d not
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be peers of Parliament, —had made great progress,

al most wi t hout opposition fromthe nonconforning

bodi es or the Liberation Society. Thus far the tine
seenmed one for letting well alone : and | should
certainly have desired to do so then, but for the
snoul dering di scontent al ready too apparent in one
extreme wing of the national clergy. In view of

this, however, it seemed to ne possibly worth while to
put forward at Sion College a lay view of the matters
whi ch were causi ng such di scontent anongst a section
of Churchnen. So with this view | overcanme ny

rel uctance, never dreanming that before | should
address you here, this smouldering fire would have
burst into a blaze ; that we should have, on the one
hand, the Church Union publicly denying the right

of the nation to control the clergy, and clergynen
declaring that they "will |abour night and day to



set the Church of England free froma persecuting
State;" on the other hand, the Liberationists, re-
assured at hearing their own war-cries issuing from
within what they are used to regard as the hostile
canp, openly preparing for a canpai gn which they
seemto think may be the final one.

Had | been able to foresee such a state of things,

| candidly confess that | should have declined this
invitation. The prospect is to nme altogether too sad
and too confusing, and the issues are at present so
undefined, and the forces on either side so unde-

vel oped, that | would very gladly have been silent, at
any rate till | could see nore clearly how the great
controversy was shaping itself, and what it behoved

G
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one to say or do in this matter, who | ooks upon the
connection of Church and State —of the spiritual and
temporal life of the nation, as it exists, and has
exi sted in Engl and ever since we were a nation —as a
part of our national inheritance which it would be

a grievous msfortune, and an irreparabl e nisfortune,
to | ose.

| am here, however, to speak to you on the subject,

and nmust do so to the best of ny ability, glad at any
rate that you will hear the views, frankly expressed, of
what | believe to be a much | arger proportion than is
general |y supposed of ordinary English Churchnmen —

| aymen who have no strong bias for or against any

party in the Church ; who have neither tinme nor taste
for the lanmentable party wrestling-matches got up by
the (so-called) religious press and societies, but only
desire to use thensel ves in peace, and to hand down

to their children, the opportunities for Christian wor-
ship and Christian living, which have served their
forefathers for so many generations, inproved and

reformed to suit the needs of a new tine, but still an
i nal i enabl e part of the birthright of every English
child. | repeat that | believe, —and, as one who has

had nuch intercourse with all classes of our society,
and has for years been nuch exercised by this
question, have good grounds for ny belief, —that

this class is a far larger one than is commonly
allowed. And it would be a great mistake to sup-

pose, because they nake no strife or fuss about their
religion, that they do not really care about it. It is
of ten assumed, nowadays, that the bul k of our Church
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laity are mere formalists, supporting religion because
they believe the parson to be the nost powerful kind

of policeman ; and ready to wel come whatever form

of new worship, or no-worship, nay come next, when
criticismand science shall have dealt finally with the
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supernatural and Christianity, so long only as sone
formor other be left to keep the common folk in
order, and their own w ves and children quiet. On

the contrary, we (for | must rank nyself in their
nunber) are thoroughly satisfied that Christianity is
in no nore real danger now than it was a hundred

and fifty years ago, when Dean Swift, and many ot her
greater wits than we have anpbngst us nowadays,

t hought and said that it was dooned. VW hold in
perfect good faith, that the good news our Lord
brought is the best the world will ever hear ; that
there has been a revelation in the Man Jesus Chri st,

of God the Creator of the world as our Father, so .that
the hunbl est and poorest man can know God for al

pur poses for which nen need to know Hmin this

life, and can have His help in beconing like Hm the
busi ness for which they were sent into it : and that
there will be no other revelation, though this one wll
be, through all time, unfolding to men nore and nore
of its unspeakabl e depth, and glory, and beauty, in
external nature, in human society, in individual men.
That, | believe to be a fair statenent of the positive
religious belief of average Englishnen, if they had to
think it out and to put it in words ; and all who hold
it nust of course | ook upon Christ's Gospel as the
great purifying, reform ng, redeem ng power in the

G2
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worl d, and desire that it shall be free to work in their
own country on the nost favourable conditions which
can be found for it.

On the other hand, there are a nunmber of matters

whi ch have been commonly insisted upon in England

as part of Christianity, as to many of which the kind
of Englishmen | am speaki ng of have conme to have

no belief at all, one way or the other. They have no
time to spare for such subjects, and do not feel it
needful for their higher life that they shoul d make up
their mnds, for instance, as to the exact quality of
the inspiration of Scripture, the origin of evil, the
nmet hod of the Atonenent, the nature and effect of
sacranments, justification, conversion, and other nuch-
debated matters. As to another class of ecclesiastica
subj ects, such as apostolical succession, and all the
priestly and nediatorial clains which are founded on
it, they have indeed nmade up their minds thoroughly,
and believe themto be men's fables, nischievous and
m sl eading to those who teach and those who learn —
to priests and people alike.

Probably many of my hearers will consider such a

belief as this too vague to be of any practical value ;
but at any rate, as a fact, there it is, and it has to be
acknow edged and accounted with as a fact in dealing

with this Church question. And, as a rule, while it

hi nders those who hold it from attaching any exagge-
rated or superstitious inmportance to one formor

anot her of Church organisation, it inclines themto
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respect and value that which they find to have been
t hought out and beaten out by successive generations,
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and to have brought the nation safely at least, and
not without honour, so far. Such a man is therefore
general ly an attached, though not an enthusiastic
nati onal Churchman, and in the main for the follow ng
reasons : —

First, the historical. Qur tine is not one in which

any institution is able to stand on its pedigree only :
but it is also one in which we are bound to be specially
careful of any whol esone |inks which bind us to the
past, and make our history one of steady and con-
nected life and progress. And fromthis point of

view the national Church is beyond all question the
nost venerable of our institutions, and as intimately
bound up with the national life as the nonarchy or

the Houses of Parliament. The | atest and best

hi stori an of the Conquest describes the Engl and of

1066 as "a | and where the Church and nation were

but different nanes for the same community ; a land
where priests and prelates were subject to the law |like
other nen ; a |land where the king and the witan gave
away the staff of the bishop;" adding that "such a

| and was nore dangerous in the eyes of Rome than

one of Jews or Saracens."

And through the long four hundred years' struggle

wi th the Papacy, the sanme description holds good

and in every great crisis the Church and nation has
hel d toget her as one conmmunity. Wen a Becket

backed the Pope's claimto nmake Church courts

suprenme over the clergy, and to exenpt them from

the national tribunals, the king answered by the
Constitutions of Clarendon, which declared the Church
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to be part and parcel of the nation, and the clergy-

anenable to the civil lawlike all other citizens ; and
those Constitutions were supported by clergy and
laity alike.

Wien the King, backed by the Pope, refused the
demands of the nation for the Geat Charter, it was
Archbi shop Langton who headed the barons. Two

of the three sureties to whom John was bound for its
ful filment were bishops, and the first nine nanes are
those of Church dignitaries. Again and again the
identity of the Church of England with the nation
was uphel d ; sonetines by bishops, as when Robert
Gostete flatly refused to institute Innocent IV.'s
CGenoese noninee to an English benefice ; sonetines
by the King or his courts of law, as when the King's
Bench outl awed the nenbers of the assenbly of

cl ergy, who had come together wi thout the King's
wit, and, in deference to a Papal Bull, produced by



Archbi shop W nchel sea, refused to grant a subsidy to
Edward |. for his Scotch canpai gn. The statutes of
nortmai n, of provisors, of prohibition, of praemunire,
all aimed at sone encroachment of Rone on the

nati onal character of the English Church, were al
passed with the assent and by the help of that Church
which, by its very divisions in such crises, proved its
national character. It is not necessary to follow the
hi story since the Reformation, for it is part of the case
of those of the clergy who seek to sever the connection
that it has existed in full force fromthat time. Even
when epi scopacy was abol i shed during the Comron-

weal th and Protectorate, the national principle was
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uphel d, and the established Presbyterian Church was
even nore intimately allied with the State than its
predecessor had been. Cromwel|l had no nore thought
of severing the connection than Edward or Henry,

but desired to make the Church as broad and tol erant
as possible.

And so the Church has continued to our own day

in theory, and still is to a very great extent in fact, the
nati on organi zed for spiritual purposes, and in striking
synpathy with and faithfully mirroring the nation in

all its varying moods —at times no doubt persecuting,

apat hetic, unfaithful —but on the whole faithful to her
gheat m ssion, and exercising a noble and purifying in-
fluence on the national conscience and the national life.

If this is at all a true view of the history of the
Church of England, the fallacy of the main argunent

of the English Church Union at recent neetings

becones clear. Appeal is made to sone supposed

conpact between the State and the Church, and it is
contended that the Church never conceded to the

State the right of control in spiritual matters when
that conpact was made. This assunes that the State

and the Church in England were at sone tinme two

di stinct corporate bodies, in part at |east conposed of
di fferent persons, and capable of contracting with one
anot her. But there never was such a tine in Engl and
State and Church never stood in such relations to

each other ; there never was any such formal contract
bet ween them as the Church Union argunent starts

from Between the officers of the Church for the tine
bei ng and the State, there can of course be, and

88 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH. [1877-

al ways has been, a contract of service, as there is
bet ween the officers of the arnmy and the State. But
it is placing matters on a false issue to represent the
Church of England as a power bound by treaty or
conpact with the State of England for certain
definite purposes, and conpetent to annul that treaty
when she pleases. A Church with the pretensions
of Rome, or a voluntary Church, such as the Mthodists,
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if the nation were to come to them now to nake terns,
m ght assume such an attitude and make such cl ai s,
but they contradict the very idea of our national
Church, as those words have al ways been under st ood

i n Engl and.

Before quitting the historical ground | would just
rem nd you that this nodern cry for disestablishnent,
or the absol ute severance of the State fromreli gion,
has really no English tradition at all behind it, at any
rate since the Long Parliament. In that cel ebrated
assenbly it was i ndeed nooted, but with no success.
Dr. Owen, the brother-in-law of Cromwell, and a
fanmous Nonconform st mnister, was its nost vigorous
opponent, and evidently expressed the sense of the
House and the country when he protested in the

nmost sol etm and earnest words agai nst the notion

that they, as rulers of the nation, had nothing to

do with religion. Fromthat time to our own the
effort has never been repeated, while the greatest
names anmongst the Nonconform sts nmay be cited as
supporters of the direct and avowed connection of the
State with religion. Thus Matthew Henry thanks

Cod " for the national establishment of our religion

1877.] SECULAR AND RELI G QUS. 89

with that of our peace and civil liberty," and Bunyan,
Vsl ey, Baxter, may all be quoted on the sane side.
Even the | eadi ng Nonconform sts and reforners of

the very |l ast generation had no such policy. M.

G ote, who may be taken as their representati ve nman
on this question, in the first Reformed Parlianent,
advocat ed i ndeed sweeping and stringent reforns
within the Church, but, so far as | am aware, never
hinted at severing the connection between the Church
and the civil government. | need not say that the

cry fromwithin the Church herself for this divorce is
of even nore recent origin.

It may of course be replied to all this, that however
strong the historical argunment may be, it is after al
mainly a sentinmental one, which can be allowed little
wei ght in the changed and changi ng conditions and

aims of our time. And | would not press it beyond
this, that if thirty generations of Englishnen, who
have given us our country as we enjoy it, have
insisted on a national profession of Christianity by the
State, those who now oppose it shall at |east give us
some grounds for believing that the nation will becone
nobl er and better for renouncing that profession

The second reason for which such nen as | am

speaki ng of val ue the connection, may al so possibly

be called a sentinmental one, but has | believe a very

i mportant practical side to it. It is that that connec-
tion is a constant and powerful protest against the
desire and effort to divide human life sharply into two
parts, one of which is concerned with the visible, and
the other with the invisible : or, as the conmoner
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phrase goes, one with secular, the other with religious
affairs. Notw thstandi ng the experience of many-
failures, that desire and effort were never nore active
than in our time. And, however firmy convinced

we may be fromthe experience of our own lives, and
from our observation of all that is going on around us,
that no such severance is possible, —that the two
realms will assert their interdependence sooner or

| ater, whatever rules we may |ay down for keeping

them apart, —still the mere attenpt to sever them

will always work mischief, and we cannot afford

to part, or to tanper with, any witness that they have
been j oi ned together fromthe beginning of tinme, and
wWill remain so joined to the end, by a | aw which nman
cannot set aside. And the connection of Church and
State is a standing witness to this law in the highest
pl aces, a protest against the notion that the nation
can repudi ate its highest functions and duties, any
nore than one of its own citizens can do so. Vére

the present connection severed, the only result would
be, that, sooner or later —probably after nuch nati onal
deterioration and huniliation —the | aw woul d have

to be reasserted, and the duty accepted again by

the nation under new conditions. Therefore, those

in whomthe love of their country is deepest and
strongest, should be forenost in insisting that we shal
not give up the highest national ideal because we find
it hard to realize.

It is scarcely possible to contend that that idea
is not lowered by severance of the connection. An
abandonment of inportant functions may be ex-
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pedi ent, or convenient, or even necessary, but it nust
remain a proof of a nore stunted and narrower life.

And, without dwelling on the many ways in which

such an abandonnent mi ght probably act in Engl and,

I think no one will deny that, in any case, it is certain
to I essen the interest which religious nen take in
politics and public life. There is, | know, a school of
politicians, not wanting influential representatives in
the press, who will exclaimat once, " Wat a blessing !
How snoot hl y public business would run on in future

if we could only get rid of themaltogether ! They

are the bane of public life, at least, just so far as they
will insist on bringing religious considerations to bear
onit. Anation to be great and prosperous can't

afford to keep a religious conscience." But | venture
to think notw thstanding, fromall | have seen of

public life in England, that precisely the contrary is
true, that nen who are avowedly religious are the

best politicians, and that it is of the highest nonent
for the national character, and therefore in the end

for national prosperity, that they should be kept
interested in politics. It is not easy to do this now,
and | amat a loss to see howit will beconme easier

when we decl are that henceforth the nation will take
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no cogni zance of, and will cease in its corporate
capacity to have anything to do with, religion. If it
is replied by sone sections of Liberationists (as
presune sone at |east of the nonconform ng bodies

woul d reply) that this is not their nmeaning —that they
never intended to bring about such a result, and they
do not believe that disestablishment will effect it —I
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can only ask, how they propose to avert it ? By what
machi nery can the national supervision and contro

of religion be nade | ess irksome to themthan the
present arrangenent ?

Again, such a man finds hinself born to a certain
religious inheritance as an Englishman. He can go

and settle in any remotest hamlet of this island of
ours, and there he shall find provided for himand his
famly a public place of worship, an officer of the
State, and all the machinery necessary for enabling
himto enjoy every office and nministration of religion,
if, and so far only as, he desires them This, | say, is
part of his and of ny birthright, and of every man's
birthright as an Englishman, in this year 1877.

have the right to all these things, not because | hold
any particular religious opinions, but sinply because

I am an Englishman, and claimthem If | amtoo

poor or too miserly to pay for them | can claimthem
wi t hout paynent.

Now, to put it no higher, this particular portion of
our birthright can do us no harm for this if for no

ot her reason, that we need not use it unless we pl ease.
If we do not want to worship God ourselves, or to be
baptized, married, buried, consoled, aided, instructed
—if we want none of these things for our w ves and
children —there is no conpul si on whatever upon us in
the matter. It is not easy, therefore, to see how we
or our famlies can be injured by this option, and by
no rmeans cl ear how any one el se can be.

Agai n, another reason why such nmen as | am
trying to describe are attached to and desire to main-
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tain the connection between Church and State, as

the religious condition of things nost favourable to
national life, is that they see that the principle which
underlies the National Church is inclusiveness.

Every Englishman born is assuned to be a nenber,

and continues to be so wi thout question, until he
leaves it by his own act, of his own free will. Wereas
the principle which underlies all voluntary churches is
excl usi veness —they are essentially a section gl eaned
out of the nation ; and whereas an Engli shman cannot
get out of the national, he cannot get into any
voluntary Church, w thout an effort of will. It

follows, or at any rate is the fact, that the national



Church is the nost liberal in spirit ; for by its very
nature and constitution it is bound to protest against
the sectarian spirit, the spirit of division. Wenever
the National Church is not bearing this protest faith-
fully, it is untrue to itself. The wi de divergences of
opinion allowed within its ranks, so triunphantly
cited in sonme quarters as signs of weakness, seem

to such nmen proofs of strength.

They see al so that the national is the only

organi sation by which the Gospel can be carried to

the very poor and the outcasts —to those, in short who
need it nost, but who do not value it, and cannot or will
not pay for it. For voluntary Churches cannot live in
the poorest districts, but nust follow those who can

mai ntain them and are only bound to ninister to these.

They see, lastly, that the National Church is best

adapted to the tone and circunstances of the people of
Engl and, as is proved by the fact that the voluntary
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Churches are all inmitating her in so many ways —by
usi ng nore and nore of her Liturgy, by copying her

architecture and nmusic, till it is often difficult to tel

as you pass a place of worship whether it is nationa

or Nonconformi st —by even adopting for their mnisters
the titles by which the national clergy have al ways
been; distingui shed.

I have had to dwell at some length, though I trust

so as not to weary you, on the sort of views which are
hel d by a | arge nunmber of quiet |ay Churchnmen who

t hi nk about such subjects at all. And now, if there

be the least ground of truth in ny picture, if | am
not dreaming when | say that such nen are numerous

in England, | would ask any clergyman here to try

to put hinself in the place of such a layman, and
consi der how he woul d regard the doings of the | ast
few nonths within the Church, and the position which

a section of the clergy are taking up and the | anguage
they are using —I| say a section of the clergy, not
meaning for a nmonent to deny that they have a
following of laymen (not really so numerous as they
suppose, but genuine as far as it goes) with them but
only to place the burthen on the right back. No

laity would be there but for them It is idle to talk of
of fences coming mainly fromthe newy aroused zea

of boys and girls. It is a section of the nationa
clergy who are responsi ble, and nust answer for, the
present state of things, be it for good or for evil.

Now this extreme section are deliberately breaking

the law, and, to our astonishnent, are appl auded and
uphel d in doing so, not only by newspapers and
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uni ons from whi ch nothing better could be expected,
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but by consi derabl e nunbers of their brethren upon
whom we had been accustoned to | ook with respect

as honest and faithful mnisters, however nmuch we

m ght differ fromthem They do not indeed pretend

to agree with the extreme Ritualists, but they support
them openly and warmy, on the plea that they are
suffering for conscience sake. Wll, let the plea pass
—adnit that they are making these things matters

of consci ence —but we nust be allowed to ask, as
Engl i shmen, whether this is the kind of conscience
which we desire to cultivate in ourselves, or to see
cultivated in this nation. Poor conscience ! to what
pitiful uses is that sacred name turned ! The stolid
Essex peasant, one of the Peculiar People, lets his
child die because he will not allow it to take nedicine,
and believes hinself to be suffering for conscience
sake because he is summpned before a magistrate to
answer for its life. And he has far nore reason on

his side than these Ritualist martyrs. | desire neither
to speak nor think scornfully or bitterly of them but
this at least | must say, that nmen who can neke

matters of conscience of such trivialities as the shape
and col our of vestnents, the burning of candl es and

i ncense, the position of tables, and the like, and in
defence of these things are prepared to defy authority,
and break what they know to be the law of their
country, are not fit to be trusted with the spiritua
gui dance of any portion of our people. This nation

has a great work still to do in the world, for which
she needs children with quite other kind of consciences
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than these —consci ences which shall be sinple, manly,
obedi ent, qualities which must di sappear under such
exanpl es and teaching as these nen are giving. It

is with reluctance that one has to cone to such a

concl usion, but there is no use in blinding oursel ves
any longer as to their neaning. They have resol ved

to try their strength with the nation ; to throw off al
civil control as well as to disobey and defy their
spiritual superiors : and they will have to abide the
consequences, which will assuredly be that they wll
not be allowed to minister any longer in that Nationa
Church, which they are doing all they can to destroy.
VWre it only a question of these extreme nen, there
woul d be smal| cause for anxiety, but, as already
stated, they have been backed —at any rate, ever
since the judgnent in the Hatcham case —by a |l arge
nunber of Hi gh Church clergy fromwhomwe had a

right to look for very different things. | have heard
friends of ny own speaking of these men as martyrs,

and echoing the clap-trap cries of the (so-called)
religious press, such as that of "The interference of
the State with the Church has increased, is increasing,
and ought to be diminished." A martyr | have

al ways understood to be one who suffers willingly, for
his faith. It is abusing an al nost sacred word to apply
it to such suffering as is possible here in England
nowadays for any opinion (I will not speak of faith)
about what postures of the body, or shape or col our

of garnents, have been in use in churches since
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Edward the Sixth's tine. And as to interference of
the State having increased, it is notoriously untrue in

* 1 8/7-]1 PLEAS OF THE DI SAFFECTED. 9/

any sense except that offences against the | aw have

i ncreased, and so that law has had to be (with extrene
rel uctance) enforced by the heads of the Church agai nst
t he of fenders.

I willingly adnit, however, that they have nore
reasonabl e argunments than these. They urge, for
instance, that (apart fromthe extrene Ritualists,
whose proceedi ngs they do not approve) they have

been the novi ng power of the great Church revival of
our tinme, the evidences of which |lie broadcast over
the whol e country, in restored cathedrals and churches,
frequent and reverent services, and the w despread

zeal for all social reformand philanthropic effort,
whi ch has becone the honourabl e and di stingui shing
characteristic of the nation in our day. In return for
these services they have met with abuse, distrust,

m srepresentation : and now at |last are the subjects of
direct attack on the part of the nation, both in the
Law Courts and in Parlianent, the crowning act of
aggression being the Public Wrship Regul ation Act

whi ch has been ainmed at them and at themonly.

Now even those who distrust the Hi gh Church

party nost, must admit their plea as to the zeal ous,
and in many respects adnirable, work which they

have done since the revival begun by the * Tracts for
the Times ' forty years ago. They have deserved

wel|l of the nation in many ways, and have possibly
some grounds for their conplaints as to the suspicion
with which they have, no doubt, been al ways regarded,
t hough they have certainly taken no pains to avoid it.
But it is inpossible to admit that they have any

98 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH. [I*77-

reason to conpl ain of harsh or unjust treatnent,
either fromthe national executive, or fromthe |egis-
lature. The judgnent in M. Bennett's case shows

how far the Law Courts have been disposed to go in
construing their obligations in the | argest and wi dest
sense. It is only when there has been an obvi ous

and scandal ous di sregard and defiance of the | aw (as
in the case of M. Purchas and M. Tooth) that it has
been enforced agai nst any of their nunber. |ndeed,
anot her proof of the advantage of the national prin-
ciple may be found in the reluctance with which the
courts have intervened ; and the steadiness with

whi ch they have upheld the principle of a large
toleration and inclusiveness in the face of strong
popul ar excitenent.

Again, as respects the legislature : so far from
showi ng any readi ness or eagerness to follow the
popul ar cry, it has been only when the open defiance
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of the | aw had becone a public scandal that Parli a-
ment could be induced to interfere at all, and then by
an Act which | venture to think has been greatly

nm sunder st ood and ni srepresent ed.

Let me just remind you of a fact or two with

respect to this Act. In the first place, renenber it was
a Church nmeasure. \Wereas the custom had pre-

vailed for years, until it had al nost becone a rule,
that such Bills should be introduced by the govern-

ment of the day in consultation with the bishops,

this bill was not a government neasure. | have
never heard why it was that the rule was broken, but
broken it was, and it was not until after the Bill had
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passed the Lords, and been debated for three | ong
nights in the Conmmons, that it was at |ength adopted
by t he Governnent.

It was introduced by the Archbi shop of Canter-

bury, and received the general support of the whole
bench, though the Bishops of Lincoln and Oxford

t ook sone objections to small matters of detail.

At the end of the long and able debate in the
Conmons, the feeling of the House, and of the nation,
had been so clearly expressed that the second reading
was carried w thout a division.

| scarcely remenmber a question which has stirred

the House or the country nore deeply in the | ast
twenty years. It was discussed all over the country,
in meetings held chiefly, | believe, under the auspices
of the Church Association and the Church Union (as to
whi ch bodi es the Bishop of Lichfield has to nmy nind
well said, that there will be no peace in the Church
till they cease to exist). | would only ask any fair
man who is inclined to join in the attenpt to take
the Church fromunder state control, to conpare the
speeches in Parlianment and those of the nenbers of
these eccl esiastical organisations, during the spring
and summer of 1874, and then say which yoke (as the
phrase goes) he woul d honestly desire to be under.

As for the Act itself, it was well said by M.
Coschen —hinself | believe a Hi gh Churchman —t hat
it would prove either a small or a | arge neasure

a small one if the clergy neant to obey it, otherw se
nmost likely a | arge and searchi ng one.

By its provisions the clergy of every school are

H2
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protected against any malicious or arbitrary use of
the Act, by the interposition of the chief of their own
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body in the diocese in which it is sought to put it in
noti on, whose | eave nmust be obtained before the
institution of proceedings. The bishop practically
becones an arbiter in the case, if both parties are
willing to accept him: if not, an inpartial tribunal
is provided for the decision of the questions at issue.

| trust there are even yet hopes that it may prove

a small act, for | cannot believe that, in spite of al
goadi ng of the religious press, and of the seni-eccle-
siastical societies, a body of high-principled English
gentlenen will continue to maintain the attitude of
defiance to the law, and to the clearly expressed wil
of the nation.

The often repeated cry that the Act is one-sided,

and ai ned agai nst one party only in the Church, may
serve the purpose of excited speakers, but will not
bear exanination. For it makes no alteration in the
law, but only sinplifies and cheapens the processes

by which the law is admi nistered. Whatever was

lawful in the fabric or arrangement of consecrated
buil dings, or in vestnents, postures, or decorations,
remains still |awful —whatever was required before
the passing of the Act is still required, the neglect to
use that which is prescribed standing in precisely the
same category as the use of that which is forbidden

If it be one-sided, every efficient lawin the

Statute Book is one-sided, for every such lawinflicts
penal ties, not on those who keep within, but on those
who break it.
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The objection to the constitution of the Court

whi ch takes cogni zance of these offences, when the
parties will not subnmit to the bishop, can scarcely be
regarded as serious. It is said that the authority

of this Court " is not derived fromthe rightful roya
suprenmacy exercised ' under God,' but of the Sovereign
in council by authority of Parlianment." But surely
those who make this protest are aware that the Queen
has no authority by virtue of her nere supremacy to
constitute any court apart from Parlianent.

On the whole, it is not easy to see how, if order

is to be preserved, and the law enforced at all in the
Nati onal Church, any nore noderate or fair nethod
coul d have been found than that adopted by the Act

in question.

But let us pass fromthe late Act to the renedies

for the present state of things, which have been sug-
gested by those who are taking part in this agitation.
These are not at present very definite. They are

i ndeed vaguel y pl edgi ng thensel ves to "work ni ght

and day to set the Church of England free froma
persecuting State ;" but we are not told with any dis-
ti nctness, what they desire to substitute for the yoke
of the nation. If the words of sone of their nunber
are to be taken literally, it would seem as though our
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hi story of seven hundred years had been rolled back
and that England is again face to face with the nonks
who foll owed a Becket in his attenpt to sever

the clergy fromthe nation, and set themup as a
caste outside and above the law of the land. | do

not of course mean that the present contention is that
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the clergy shall not be anenable to the |law for

civil offences, like all other citizens ; but apparently
there is a section of themwho do claim that as regards
all matters connected with their position and functions
as clergy, they shall be subject to Church courts only.
And by Church courts they cannot nean any courts
constituted in our national manner, and under the
jurisdiction of Parlianent ; for then their grievance
cones to nothing. It is reduced to a nere question

of names, and it does not matter a straw by what

name the Courts which try ecclesiastical causes are
known, if they are constituted, and their judges

appoi nted, by the head of the State, on the advice

of responsible Mnisters, and under the control of
Parliament. One is driven therefore to the concl usion
that they nmean a tribunal independent of State

control, the judges of which are el ected by, and
responsi ble to, the clergy, or sonme purely ecclesiastica
organi sation. There was sone strength and neaning

in a Becket's proposal, because he had the Pope to

put in the place of King and King's Council, as the

head and fountain of authority for the Courts which

he proposed to substitute for the national Courts.

But, as the Ritualists have not that resource, they
shoul d either cease beating about the bush and make
their demands clear and precise, telling us who is to
be the fountain on earth of ecclesiastical authority, or
| eave the national Church, and set up a sect of their
own, in which they may place thenmsel ves as priests in
what ever position they please, as they find thensel ves
unabl e to accept the grandest of all positions, that of
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simple citizens, called and appointed to mnister to
the nation, whose sons they are, in spiritual things.

There is another course advocated by many High
Churchnen as an escape fromour present difficulties,
whi ch i s advanced tenperately and reasonably, and

has the public sanction of at |east one bishop.

think I shall state it nost fairly perhaps in his

words : " | amof opinion," the Bishop of Lincoln
wites, " that for the sake of the State, as well as for
that of the Church, nmuch nore liberty ought to be

gi ven, and nmuch nore wei ght attached, to the judg-

nment of the spirituality in ecclesiastical causes, and to
the action of the Church of England in her synods,

di ocesan and provincial." | amglad to be able to

quote his further words of warning : " But we shal

never obtain those benefits by violent resistance to
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constitutional authority ; on the contrary, we shal
provoke violent reprisals, and shall greatly injure the
cause we desire to maintain."

| presune that these words point to investing
Convocation with sone |egislative powers in eccle-
siastical affairs ; and with every desire to concede
what ever can be conceded for the sake of peace, | am
bound to say plainly that | do not think it can be
found in this direction. Convocation has now for

some years been sitting, and discussing all questions
upon which legislation is needed, or which seriously
affect the religious condition of the nation. But | fear
that the reports of the debates in both Houses have
not had a reassuring effect on the country ; indeed,
they have been characterised by tinmdity and narrow-
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ness, and an apparent want of appreciation of the
forces which are working in the outside world, which
has di sappoi nted those who | ooked nost hopefully
towards this experiment. | amnot aware of any
reconmendati on of practical value which has as yet
cone fromthat body. Indeed, it seens to nme, that

the main result of the recent revival of Convocation
has been, to strengthen the convictions of all those who
val ue the national character of the Church, that that
character cannot be maintained if its direction and
government is to be entrusted to any ecclesiastica
body. It may be said that the proposal is to reform
Convocation by the adnmission of the laity. But this
woul d not renpve the objection. Such |aynen as

woul d have a chance of el ection would not represent
the nation, besides which they would be powerl ess

in such a body. Wen professionals and amateurs

meet, we know which side is likely to go to the wall.

Convocati on was no doubt two hundred years ago

a sort of fourth estate of the realm representing not
the National Church but the clergy, even for purposes
of taxation. It was at their own request that for

t hose purposes they were nerged in the nation, and
taxed by the sane machinery as the laity. From

that time Convocation was practically w thout func-
tions, and when summoned, as in 1698, the disputes

bet ween t he Low Church bi shops appoi nted by the

Crown and the Jacobite clergy, ran so high as to
create scandal and render their debates fruitless ; and
from17 17 till our own day, though formally sum
nmoned, they were al ways at once prorogued.
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But even if the traditions of Convocation were

far nore satisfactory, the chief objection remains, that
to hand over the control of the Church to that body-
woul d be an infringenment of the national principle,

and an inmitation of the practice of the sects, w thout
any conpensating advantage. For what ground from
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recent experience have we for believing that the
various parties in the Church would agree better in
Convocation than they did in 1698 ?

To give the powers that are clainmed to Convoca-

tion would be a certain step towards a severance of al
connection with the State, and consequently (in words
probably fanmiliar to many here) would inevitably

lead to that " degradation which by an al nost

uni versal | aw overtakes religion when, even while
attaining a purer form it |loses the vivifying and
elevating spirit breathed into it by close contact
with the great historic and secul ar influences, which
act like fresh air on a contracted atnosphere, and
are thus the divine antiseptics against the spiri-
tual corruption of nmerely ecclesiastical communities"”
(Dean Stanl ey).

| am not aware of any other proposal to which the

sane obj ection does not attach. They are one and

all ainmed at further severance of the clergy fromthe
Church and fromthe nation ; whereas what we need is
precisely the reverse of this —that the clergy should
be brought into closer contact with the nation, and
should learn to feel nore and nore the worth and

nobl eness of their earthly citizenship.

That they have a higher citizenship is of course
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true, but only in the sane sense in which it is true of
every one of their lay brethren. That Christ is the
only Head of the Church is also true, but is He not

al so the only Head of the nation ? He is no nore
visible to the Church than to the nation, to the priest
than to the crossing-sweeper. They hold their com

m ssion fromH m no doubt, but they nmust receive it,
with sonme visible seal, fromsome human hands

and what seal can be so worthy, so noble, as that of
the nation whose children they are ?

But if none of the suggestions yet nade seemto

offer relief, what is the outlook ? Dark enough

admt, but still by no nmeans so dark as it has often
been before : for all these struggles and controversies
are, after all, but the signs of a vigorous Iife. Al that
is needed —and surely England will not now for the
first time need it in vain —is some small share of the
self-restraint, the patience, and the courage, which
have never yet failed her under God's blessing. That
there nust be a great reformin our national Church

is clear, but she is strong enough to bear it. Wat

has been done in our day in this direction should be
encouragi ng i nstead of depressing to any one who

will look at it steadily and fairly ; but it is only a
fraction of what is needed.

The readj ustnent of Church property, the establish-
ment of the Ecclesiastical Comnmission, the abolition

of tests, the relaxation of subscription, the reorgani-
sation of parishes, the appointnent of bishops with-
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out seats in the House of Lords, the subdivision of
di oceses, the Church Discipline Acts, the revision of
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the Bible, and lastly, this Public Wrship Act,, are
all measures passed within my own nenory. And

surely such a list (and it m ght be doubled) may wel
gi ve heart of grace to the nost desponding : for these
refornms have been made in a time peculiarly un-
favourable to the devel opment of the Church. The
commercial spirit, with its utilitarian and nmateri a-
listic Gospel, has been in the ascendant, with the
result that the friends of the national Church have
been afraid of touching a brick of the old fabric |est
t he whol e shoul d come about their ears, while her
=enem es have | ooked upon every effort for reform
with watchful jealousy, fearing lest it should strengthen
the old walls and foundati ons. No one can have

been in the House of Compns wi t hout beconi ng

aware of the strength of these two antagonist forces,
bot h however working in the same direction, that of
nmaki ng any resolute action in Church reformall but

i npossi ble. And yet all these things | have just
referred to have been done in such a tine.

Wy, then, should we despair of greater and

better things, when a tine has cone in which there

are unmi st akeabl e signs that, whatever the controlling
spirit may prove to be, it will not be the utilitarian, or
materialistic ? If the Church has energed from such
atinme as the one which is expiring, fuller than ever of

spiritual life and zeal, and w thout having as yet | ost
anyt hing of her national character, what fear is there
that she will be false to her own and her country’s

history in the time which is coming } It was in a
crisis in several respects as serious as the present that
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a wi se and observant, and certainly one of the best-
inforned of foreign critics of our national habits and
institutions, wote : " To this country bel ongs the
honour of having, so far as the State is concerned,
succeeded in the mghty task of reconciling in-
dividual liberty with allegiance and submi ssion to the
will of the conmunity, whilst other nations are still
westling with it ; and | feel persuaded that the sane
earnest zeal and practical w sdom which have nade

her political constitution an object of admiration to
ot her nations will, under God' s bl essing, nake her
Church also a nodel to the world " (Prince Albert).

It isin this hope, and with this belief, that | have
ventured to speak to you this evening. | know that

I nmust have said things which nay have roused

pai nful , and possibly indignant, feelings in the mnds
of persons for whomindividually, and for nuch of
whose work, | should desire only to express respect
and gratitude. If there should be any such here, |



can only ask themto believe that it is fromlove to
the Church, of which we are all nenbers, not |ess
sincere, | trust, or loyal than their own —from an
estimte not lower, at any rate, though in sone
respects differing fromtheirs, of the mssion of that
Church, and of the work she has been called to do

for the nation, and for the world —that one is con-
strained to be perfectly outspoken, and not to ignore
or explain away facts, or to call things by any other
than their plainest names at such a tine as this.

There is no danger for our Church that | can see
except from her own children, indeed from her own
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officers. There is no deeper feeling on this subject

of di sestablishnent in the House of Commons than
irritated jeal ousy, having its root in social and poli -
tical soil, and its expression in clever flippancy and
bitterness : and the House in this natter very fairly
represents the people. Those outside the Church who
represent anything nore serious are, | think, constantly
finding it more and nore difficult to persuade them

sel ves, or any one else, that they are working for the
hi ghest good of the country, and with a single view

of placing religion under the absolutely best condi -
tions for doing the nation's work. It is only within the
Church’'s own ranks that there is zeal and fire enough

to be dangerous.

Bef ore going further on these new and peril ous

ways, the discontented in her own ranks shoul d at

| east count the cost nore carefully than they seem yet

to have done. Can any one of them say deliberately

that in his conscience he believes the conditions and
prospects of the religious Iife of this nation will be

i mproved by the withdrawal of religion altogether
fromthe cogni sance and control of the nation ? If they
can answer " yes," there is no nore to be said, and there
can be neither peace nor even truce possible between

us. If not, there is scarcely any length short of the
intrusion of foreign influence in the national Church, or
di sobedi ence to the law, to which Nationalists would

not go to help them We will join themin eflbrts to
obtai n thorough Church reform the deeper and w der

the better. W have no fear of touching formularies,

or canons, or rubrics, or liturgies ; indeed are anxious
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t hey shoul d be touched, inasnuch as they are in not

a few respects, obsolete and unfitted to our tinme.
VWhenever the clergy are prepared for this necessary
wor k, which cannot be | ong deferred —though in the

m dst of the present agitation it is difficult to see
how or by whomit can be taken in hand —they will

find lay Churchnen cordial and strenuous hel pers.

Al we ask of themis, that in one of the great crises
of the world —the days of the Lord, as they are so well
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called —they at any rate shall not wantonly destroy
that exanple of the conditions on which the Gospel

and the nations can live together, which, with all its
faults, is the best hitherto seen in the world, and the
only one which gives us even a distant hint of how,

in God's good tine, the kingdonms of this world may
becone the ki ngdons of our Lord and of His Christ.

(111

THE GREAT EXPERI MENT OF THE PURE
VCOLUNTARY SYSTEM

Sone years ago | was invited by an em nent Non-
conformi st to neet two Congregationalist mnisters
fromthe United States. The party consisted of these
gentl emen, one other Churchman besi des nysel f, and

sonme ten or twelve of our |eading Nonconformsts,
anongst themthe late Dr. Binney. The conversa-

tion turned al nost exclusively on the prospects of
Christianity in the two countries, which were di scussed
with singular candour and fairness, and | was pl eased,
as well as surprised, to find that nost of those present
were disposed to admit that the hi ghest and nobl est

i deal was that of a Christian nation, in which the duty
of providing for public worship and the support of
religion should be acknow edged. Only it was urged

that in Christendomas we have it, such an ideal had
becone i npossible, and that, as matters stood, free
voluntary churches, as existing in the United States,
were a better alternative than the English, or any

ot her Established Church. | protested against giving
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up the ideal, and argued that there was no need to do
so, at any rate in England, where in theory at | east

we had it still ; and was not a little delighted to find
that the patriarch of English dissent was in synpathy
with me. W nmet again on several occasions before

his death, and on each of these he recurred to the sub-
ject, and dwelt on the hope of a possible future —far
of f, and of which he should never see the dawn —but
whi ch night yet, by CGod's blessing, knit together

our children in one communion and fellowship, a
Christian nation in deed and truth, as well as in nane.
In another and very different society an even nore
significant result came under ny notice. The subject

of the connection of Church and State was chosen

for discussion sone tine since at the Wrking-nmen's
Col | ege, and debated for many evenings. To the

greater nunber of those who took part in the dis-
cussion the subject was practically new, and they
appro.ached it with no strong bias one way or the
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other : but a considerable minority were strong

Li berationists, while not nore than two, or perhaps
three, were, at the start, in favour of maintaining the
connection. At the end of the discussion (which was

a thorough one, not carried on by set speeches, but as
it were in comittee, by question and argunentative
conversation) | will not say that there remai ned no

di fference of opinion anongst us, but none such as to
lead to a division : and, | think | may say, we were
practically unani mous, that fromthe denocratic point
of viewit would be nore patriotic, not to sever, but to
mai ntai n the connection.

THE COLONI ES. 113

These two stand out in my nenory prominently

anongst the experiences which give me confidence,

that if only plenty of light and air are allowed to
pl ay round the question —as the Birm ngham Associ a-
tion desire —we shall find candi dates regaining the
courage of their convictions, and refusing to foll ow
the Birmi ngham | ead. My object, however, in citing
them here is, that they lead naturally to an inportant

side of the question, | nmean that of the religious
condition of the United States, and our col onies, as
conpared with that of the nother country. | do not

pretend to speak with any confidence here, because

| have had no sufficient personal experience. But |
have done ny best to use such opportunities as have
been open to me, and what follows is the result. |
give nmy views as near as | can in the shape in which
they were put before the nenbers of the College.

During this discussion, our colonies and the United
States have nore than once been cited by those who
are in favour of the separation of Church and State,
as exanpl es of the success of that experinment anongst
peopl e of our race. | amnot, however, aware that
anyt hi ng has been advanced beyond general state-
nents founded on hearsay. Nor do | pretend to be
able nyself to speak with any confidence on this part
of the question. | have only visited one of our great
colonies, and ny stay in Canada was too short to
enable nme to formany trustworthy opinion from per-
sonal observation as to the condition and prospects
of that splendid and vigorous scion of our stock in
matters ecclesiastical. In passing, however, | may say,
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that the one thing which did strike ne was, the great
and dom nant position which the Roman Catholic
Church seens to occupy, not only in the Province of
Quebec, but in Ontario, where certainly I was not
prepared, by anything | had read or heard, for such
a state of things. | was not surprised to find the
practical ascendancy of that Church deci dedly ex-
pressed in the town of Quebec. But two hundred
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mles further west, in the great centre of comrercia
activity and enterprise, Mntreal, the buildings which
at once strike a stranger and give character to the
city, are nostly Roman Catholic ; while he cannot

take up any local journal at his hotel, or walk for an
hour in the streets, without feeling that it is not only
in bricks and nortar, and the possession of the finest
sites, that the power and activity of that Church are
maki ng thensel ves felt.

Cross the border and you will find nmuch the same
state of things in the Protestant province. Roman
Catholicismseened to ne al nost as much in evidence

at Toronto and Hamilton, as at Mntreal ; but, as

have already said, the first inpressions of a stranger
are really of small value, and the possession of the
central town-lots and the prom nent buil dings may

mean very little. | trust that it may prove to be so,
and that the native free churches may be able to hold
their own against their powerful rival, not only in the
Domi nion, but in the Australias, where, however,
fromall one hears the outlook is by no means en-
couragi ng. -

O the United States | have sonewhat nore confi -

THE UNI TED STATES. 15

dence in speaking, as | spent three nonths there, and
| ost no opportunity of observing, and infornming ny-

sel f upon this question. | will give you sonme of ny
i npressions as shortly as possible, for what they are
wort h.

In the first place | was struck by one marked con-
trast in the entertai nnent of a stranger, with what
woul d occur in |ike circumstances in England. The
Aneri cans, besides being the nost hospitable of man-
ki nd, are specially anxious to show you everything

that they think will interest you, and make you ap-
preciate their great country. | visited many cities,
large and snall, and was taken by kind friends to

divers town-halls, hospitals, schools, banks, nuseuns,
parks, and all manner of public institutions, but in no
single instance to a church. | don't pretend to ac-

count for, or argue fromthis fact ; but so it was : and
so far as | could judge, the reason seened to be, that
they never thought of their churches as public buil dings,
which could reflect either credit or discredit on the
nation.

Then again the habit of family worship seems to be

the rare exception in the States, even in the houses
of decidedly religious people. It would be inperti-
nent to go about questioning why this is so, and
certainly did not take that neans of endeavouring to
satisfy nmy curiosity ; but, fromthe best observation
| could make, | think that the strength of the feeling
that religion is a strictly private concern, for each
i ndi vi dual man and wonman, has much to do with it.

In this matter also | think that the existence of a
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public or National Church in England may very pro-
bably account for the difference which certainly exists
in this respect between the two countries. Wy el se

the national habit should hold in the one, and not in
the other —why one should be often astonished in
England at finding it, and in America at not finding
it, it is not otherwi se easy to see.

I had the pleasure and advantage of staying on

terms of intimacy with all sorts of people, professors,

| awyers, parsons, nerchants, soldiers, politicians, both
in New England and in other eastern, and severa

western. States, and anongst all of these who troubled

at all about the question, | can only recall one who
was satisfied with the condition and prospects of
religion in his country. | renenber reading with

much interest the story of M. Gerrit Smith's crusade
agai nst the sects, and his attenpt to establish a
church on Apostolic lines. The resol utions which
formed the consitution of his New Jerusal em may be
fairly sanpled as follows : —

" Whereas the Bible teaches that the union of
Christians is inportant. Resolved, therefore, that

the division of Christians into rival sects or parties,
is unscriptural and w cked." And, " Resol ved that

the Gospel of Jesus Christ makes abundant provision
for the closer and closer union of his disciples with
each other, but makes none at all for their sepa-
ration fromeach other, etc.”

So the staunch but eccentric Abol utionist held that
the Christians in each locality constituted the Church
and that all sects should be at once and finally abo-
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l'i shed: and accordingly called on all his own nei ghbours
to come and join himin the Church of Peterborough

He denounced not only sects, but " theologies," as the
curses of mankind : and so was naturally in his turn
denounced as one who " nade war upon the Churches

of God ;" and though | believe he struggled on til

his death, a year or two ago, with a small follow ng
of the broadest kind of Christians, his experinent
never took hold of any |arge nunber of his country-
nmen ; and, indeed, is scarcely known at all except to
the curious in such matters. Probably nine out often
of my Anerican friends, if they had ever cared to give
an hour's attention to Gerrit Smith and his crotchet,
woul d have said he was crazy ; but, for all that, nost
of themto a great extent agreed with his fundanenta
doctrines when you cane to talk it out with them

They all thought Sectarianismas it exists in their
own country a quite unsatisfactory state of things.
Mbst of them held that the jeal ousy between the
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various sects kept their belief narrow, and expressed
thenmsel ves al nost as strongly as Gerrit Smith him
self against " the theologies." This narrowness, they
adnmitted, is by no neans abating, and makes Church
Menmbership in the States a real difficulty. |ndeed,

| found that several of the best and ablest men | net
bel onged to no Church at all in any sense, beyond
renting sittings. They regretted that it should be so,
but had no hope of anything better. One of them
however, who had |ived a good deal in England,
volunteered to ne that, for his part, he w shed they
had some such arrangenent as we had. | was

taken by surprise to hear so strong a protest against
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t he excl usiveness of sects in Arerica, as | had til
then believed themto be nore tolerant and libera
than with us. M. R W Dale, in his * Ecclesia/
makes it a matter of boast that a person desiring ful
nmenber ship in our Nonconfornist comuni ons, nust

be examined ; must " narrate the story of his awaken-
ing to spiritual consciousness " ; and " the inward
conflicts through which he had forced his way to the
ki ngdom of God." My Anerican friend described an

anal ogous state of things there with sorrow, not un-
mngled with bitter scorn. Wat he valued, on the
other hand, in our system was very nuch that which
is so strongly denounced by Liberationists —I| nean
the church nmenbershi p which cones to every citizen
as his birthright, and which he is assuned to possess
wi thout any effort of his own, unless he distinctly
repudi ates it after he has grown up. Wat seened

to strike himnmost was, that he and his fanily had
been allowed, as a matter of course, and w thout any
question whatever, to worship and conmunicate in

the English parishes in which he had lived, although
he was not a nenmber of the Episcopal Church in his
own country, and of course not of the English Church

This, he gave ne to understand, could not have
happened in the United States. Whet her he was

right or not in this | cannot say, but on the main
point, that there is dissatisfaction with the present
condition of things —unrest and uneasi ness nore than
is merely incidental in all human arrangenents —I

t hi nk cannot be doubted. So far as | coul d judge,

the testinony was practically unaninous.

Wth nore places of worship in proportion to

AMERI CAN CHURCHES. 119

nunbers than in England, there is far nore spiritua
destitution and neglect than with us. The nunber of
churches to which no nminister is attached is very | arge.
In the Report of the Anerican Tract Society of two
years ago it was put at twelve thousand. The pro-
portion of persons belonging to no religious com

munity is even larger. It was stated in the sane
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Report that ** one-third of our people, or fromeight to
ten nmllions, are unreached by the ordi nary neans of
grace " whil e not nore than one-sixth even profess
to be nenbers of any Christian Church. Then again
there is another significant difference which struck
ne. The churches and chapels there are far nore
confortable in their furnishing and arrangenents

than with us. When | remarked this to M. Robert
Collier of Chicago with respect to his own fine church
(burnt to the ground | amsorry to say in the great
fire), in which the seats were the nost | uxuriously
confortable, and the carpets the richest, | had ever
seen in a place of worship, he assured ne that his
congregation was mai nly conposed of people living

by weekly wages, who neverthel ess insisted on going

to this expense.

And | think this costliness as to arrangenents for

the confort of individuals, rather than on the fabric —
a lavishness in cushions and carpets, warm ng and
ventilation, rather than on painted w ndows and
architectural ornament —is a characteristic of the
Protestant places of worship in the States as com

pared with ours in England. At any rate it was so

in those which | visited. It may be that this differ-
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ence, if it exists generally, is only an indication of the
practical character of the people, an assertion (very
much needed in England), that warnth and Ilight, and

good air and confort, are as valuable in churches as

in houses. It seemed to ne at any rate sufficiently
marked to make it worthy of notice in conparing the
external features of religious life in the two countries,
as they strike an English Churchman. It is of course
only these external features upon which a nmere visitor
can formany opinion at all, and even as to these he
shoul d be very cautious in generalising. | amfar
frompresunming to do so, and only give you these first

i npressions on matters of no great nonment in them

sel ves, but bearing, | think, on the discussion we have

i n hand.

Let ne now turn to evidence of a nore weighty

ki nd. There is of course no country in the world

where all the churches, and the faith of which they are
mani f estati ons, have been so entirely free to devel op
naturally as in the United States, and to try whatever
experiments in government, discipline, organisation

m ght seemgood to them And | adnmit at once, that

the broad facts of their history seemat first sight to
tell heavily in favour of a conplete severance of Church
and State. For, comparing the state of things now

and a hundred years ago, when the connection with

the nmother country was severed, we find that establish-
nment of one kind or another was then the rule through-
out the colonies. In every one of them except New
York, the recognition and support by the State of
public worship in some formwas accepted as an
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essential duty. John Adans' contenptuous say-

ing, that you might as well expect to change the

sol ar systemas to get New Engl and to abandon the
control of her own religious life, did not exaggerate
the then preval ent opinion. To-day the connection

has ceased ; every trace of it has been swept away, so
far as enactnments and decl arations can do this ; and
from Mai ne to Texas an overwhel ming public opinion
has decided, that the State shall be kept a purely
political organism dealing only with secular affairs.
This very remarkabl e change was in progress as early
as 1787, when the thoroughly and advi sedly secul ar
character given to the Federal constitution no doubt
lent a strong inpulse to the separati st novenent.

But even as late as 1833 traces of the old Puritan
principle of state support to public worship |ingered
in Massachussets. In that year the O d Bay State

wi ped her statute-book clear of them and proved

John Adams a nistaken prophet. The sol ar system

remai ned, but Massachussets had deliberately given

up, as a sovereign state, all recognition of religion.
A protest was heard here and there such as that of
Judge Story, who maintained, that " it yet remained

a problemto be settled in human affairs whether any
free governnent can be permanent where the public
worship of God and the support of religion constitute
no part of the policy or duty of the State." But, on
the whole, the verdict nmay be taken as practically
unani nous —the deliberate and unquesti oned voi ce of
the American nation.

And what has the result been ? So far as statistics
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go, a marked success. At the end of the war of

i beration the population of the thirteen col onies
stood at three and a half mllions, supporting about
1950 churches of all denoninations, or one for every
1700 of the people. The | ast census showed that

whil e the popul ati on had increased to 38, 000, 000

t he churches nunbered upwards of 72,000, or one

for every 529 persons. Let full weight be given to
this fact, which, even if we deduct the 12,000 which
have no nminister, is a very telling one. It is true that
the nmultiplication of places of worship is only a
negati ve proof of healthy religious life in a nation.
But it is undoubtedly one of the essential conditions ;
for there can be no such healthy Iife where it does

not exi st.

The sane evidence (of the | ast census) seens al so

to confute the common belief that the governing
tendency of Anerican Christianity is, to split up into
i nnuner abl e sects. The nane of the sects is indeed
Legi on, but the census shows neverthel ess that the
nation is gathering nore and nore into a few |l arge
denomni nations, which rank in the followi ng order :

Met hodi sts, Baptists, Presbyterians, Roman Catholi cs,
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Congregationalists, and Protestant Episcopalians.

But these facts being granted, we are only at the
begi nni ng of the real question. Wat we need to be
satisfied of is, that the purely voluntary systemis
doing the work of Christianity better for the States
than our public Church for Engl and.

In considering this question our attention should,
I think, be mainly fixed on three points : whether the

TESTS OF VOLUNTARYISM 1 23

poor and the careless (that is to say, precisely that
portion of the people who need it nost,) are reached
by the voluntary Churches ; whether these Churches
are working towards union, and devel opi ng any nore
Catholic adaptation of the Gospel of Christ to the
needs of mankind, than is the case with us; and
lastly, whether they exercise a higher and deeper
influence on public life and the national character

As to the first point, | have already told you that,
so far as my own personal observation and enquiry

are concerned, the state of things is, to- say the |east,
as bad in Arerica as in England. And this inpres-

sion has been confirned by reports and official docu-
nments wi t hout nunber. There, as here, there is a sad
confession on all hands, that the spiritual machinery
does not reach those who need it nost. But there

the nation stands on one side, as though this were

not its concern, and it mattered nothing to the United
States that the means by which the evil might be
encountered remai n i nadequate and powerl ess. Here

the work of meking the neans adequate to the

need is still at any rate acknow edged as a nationa
duty, and, so long as that is the case, there is hope
that the national conscience may be roused to its

ful fil ment.

On the second point | prefer to give you Anerican
testinmony, and it shall be of the highest class. In
January 1876, the * North Anerican Review ' devoted
its centennial nunber to the progress of the United
States during the century ; and the first article dealt
with religious progress in a manner quite worthy of

124 THE ESTABLI SHED CHURCH

the subject. The foll owi ng passage bears directly on
t he poi nt now under consideration.

*'The tendency so clearly reveal ed of American
Christianity to aggregate itself in a few great denom -
national fanilies, strenuously affirm ng theol ogical or
ecclesiastical tenets that are nmutually exclusive, de-
serves special attention in its bearing upon the pro-
spective devel opment of a truly Catholic type of
Christianity. It mght have been supposed that the
contact, upon a perfectly equal footing, of so many
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Christian bodi es, each zeal ously asserting its distinc-
tive faith, would have provoked such nutual com

pari son as woul d gradual |y have brought into clear
relief the essential truths which all were agreed in
recogni sing. Professing to receive the sane CGospel

it mght have seened that somewhere there nust

have exi sted substantial harnmony ; but no such result
has followed. It is amazing to note how slight has
been the reciprocal influence which these bodies have
exerted. They seemto have pursued their separate
paths, conming into contact with each other's opinions
only to controvert them Wth individuals, of course,
changes of opinion have been frequent ; but, so far as
concerns the formal affirmations of the leading reli -
gi ous bodies, with the sole exception of the Congre-
gationalists, there has not been the slightest change.
Wth nost of these bodies no nodification has been
thought of ; in one or two cases, where the rel axation
of some distinctive denom national feature has been
suggested, it has drawn forth a storm of indignation.
The irreligious world has | aughed at the spectacl e of

NATI VE TESTI MONY. |25

an emnent philanthropist actually brought to trial on
the atroci ous charge of singing hyrmms with Christians
of another nanme. It is evident that our |leading re-

l'i gi ous organi sations have done nothing in the way of
promoting any external Christian unity. There are

many to whomthis state of things is not repugnant,
who defend the * denominational ' type of Christianity
as the natural efflorescence of the Reformation, and
rest content with it as the ultimate achi everment of
Protestant Christianity. On the other hand, there

have been sone who have protested against the

* evangelical ' heresy that the normal state of the
Church universal is a state of schism From many
quarters have cone el oquent expressions of the con-
viction, that the sectarian system however nmuch it
may stinul ate zeal, does not furnish the conditions of
the finest and noblest Christian culture. But no
adequate renedy has thus far been proposed, and
American Christianity seenms hopel essly committed

to the denom national experinent."

In a later part of the sane essay the witer deals

with the position which the Roman Catholic Church

in Arerica has taken up with respect to education

by which, to use his words, it " is irrevocably com
mtted to conflict with a part of our public system

whi ch, by the great majority of our people, is regarded
as absolutely essential to the perpetuity of free insti-
tutions." He is not one of those who regard the

Roman Catholics in the United States as enenies of
denocratic political institutions ; but rather gives
themcredit for appreciating the full advantages of a

126 The establi shed church

system under which in the hundred years which have
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passed since the Declaration of |Independence, from

the last they have risen to the fourth place in nunbers,
and to the second in wealth, anongst religious de-

nom nations. He sees clearly that their stand as to

the control of education is not only |logical, but that
it is a nere re-occupation of the ground which the
Puritans of New Engl and —the founders of the public
school s system —defended so stoutly, during the
century and a half in which they refused to regard
human |ife as divided into two distinct spheres of
action, and insisted that the spelling-book and cate-
chi sm shoul d go together. He acknow edges -fairly

that the remedy proposed by the Roman Catholics —

t he apportioning the amount rai sed for school purposes
by taxation rateably anongst the several religious
bodies —is nothing nore than the preci se arrange-

ment which used to prevail in Massachussets. And

thus step by step he is driven, as a fair and candid
man, to the conclusion that *' the problemof the re-
lations of religious and political society is |less sinple
than our politicians half a century ago supposed."

For, if this theory of two distinct spheres be the true
one, it would be difficult to defend the present system
of public education : whereas, on the other hand, " if
it be the right and duty of the State to enforce the
support of public education froma class of the popu-

| ati on conscientiously debarred fromsharing its advan-
tages, then our current theory respecting the nature
and functions of the State stands in need of conside-
able revision."

CHURCH PROPERTY AND TAXATI ON. 12/

And in this dilema, fromwhich escape is by

no means easy, he | eaves this part of the subject,
and proceeds to the consideration of another burn-
ing question, the exenption of Church property
fromtaxation. " By the imenorial traditions of al
Christian countries," he wites, "such property has
been exenpted from taxation. Wen the Church

was a public institution, and when the benefit of

its ministrations was freely open to rich and poor

ali ke, a sufficient reason existed for such exenp-
tion. But, it is argued, the effect of our voluntary
system has been to render the nodern Protestant
Church little nmore than a religious club, where
Christians in easy circunstances, by paying an annua
assessnment, may listen once a week to reasonably

good nusic, and to such preaching as it pleases the
Lord to send. The portion of the popul ation debarred
by pecuniary inability fromenjoying this soothing
Sunday rel axation is not inconsiderable ; a still |arger
nunber decline to attend for other reasons. The
enormous i ncrease of our public burdens, directing as
it has increased attention to the principles on which
equi tabl e taxation should be adjusted, has raised the
questi on whet her those who derive no benefit from
public worship should be indirectly taxed for its
support. That exenption is such indirect support, and
that so far it tends to throw an additional burden upon
other property, there needs no argunment to show It
only differs fromdirect support in furnishing the
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